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them, ‘Do not be alarmed; 

you are looking for Jesus 

of Nazareth, who was cru-

cified. He has been raised; 

he is not here. Look, there 

is the place they laid him. 

But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going 

ahead of you to Galilee; 

there you will see him, just 

as he told you.’ So they 

went out and fled from the 

tomb, for terror and 

amazement had seized 

them; and they said noth-

ing to anyone, for they 

were afraid. 

(Mark 16:1-8) 

Scripture which begins 

this article is the Easter 

Account of Christ’s resur-

rection in the Gospel ac-

cording to Mark. If you 

take a look at this story in 

your Bible you will most 

When the sabbath was 

over, Mary Magdalene, and 

Mary the mother of James, 

and Salome bought spices, 

so that they might go and 

anoint him. And very early 

on the first day of the week, 

when the sun had risen, 

they went to the tomb. They 

had been saying to one an-

other, ‘Who will roll away 

the stone for us from the 

entrance to the tomb?’ 

When they looked up, they 

saw that the stone, which 

was very large, had already 

been rolled back. As they 

entered the tomb, they saw 

a young man, dressed in a 

white robe, sitting on the 

right side; and they were 

alarmed. But he said to 

likely find a note some-

where, stating that some 

authorities end the Gos-

pel right there at verse 

eight, others add a shorter 

ending, and some add in 

verses 9 to 20. Admit-

tedly verse eight is an 

abrupt ending, and leav-

ing the group who were 

the first witnesses of 

Christ’s resurrection sim-

ply in fear and not saying 

anything, doesn’t exactly 

lead, to Jesus’ resurrec-

tion appearances and as-

cension, the spread of the 

Good News, and the shar-

ing of the Spirit with the 

Church.  But I must also 

admit that I like the open-

endedness of that verse 

eight and its honesty. 

“For they were afraid.” 

Here at Palm Easter is a  

(Cont. p. 6) 

Pastor ’s  Pause —“For  They Were Afra id” 

When they 
looked up, they 
saw that the 
stone, which 
was very large, 
had already 
been rolled 
back.  

I like the open-
endedness 

of...verse eight 
and its  

honesty.  
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Y O U T H  N E W S 
        April Youth Birthdays 

     A Very Happy Birthday to… 

               Parker Morasco (4/5),  Aubrey Reinert (4/12) 

 Happy 18th Birthday to Pierce Wright (4/10) 
 

Please notify the church office if someone has been missed 

or if a date is incorrect. 

After the children’s sermon all  

children from 4 years of age thru  

4th grade are invited upstairs to participate in children’s 

church.  Parent pick up is upstairs in the 

children’s church room.  A snack is provided, 

so please advise the leader if your child has 

food allergies or food restrictions. 

C h i l d r e n ’ s  C h u r c h 

April Kindness Look-Out 
Ladies’ Aid and Men of Palm :-) It’s your turn to be on the look-out for our Palm 

youth acting kind.  Punch cards are located in the Narthex.  You may punch the fish 

card yourself or you may ask the youth to punch the fish card.  Thank you for help-

ing!  “Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” Matthew 4:19 

Thank you to the Deacons and all church members for taking the time to 

recognize youth acting kind in March.   

Egg Hunt Donations  

Thank you so much for your kind donations of filled eggs, prizes, gift cards, 

and candy!!!  You helped make the egg hunt a joyful event for our youth! 

 

Egg Hunt Volunteers 

A special thank you to all the volunteers, youth and adults, who hid the 

large number of eggs , helped set up for the event and helped with the 

organization!!! 

Lent Food Drive 
We are wrapping 

up our food drive 

for Open Link on 

Easter Sunday.  

Please consider 

bringing in a final donation with 

you on Easter.  Thank you for giv-

ing to those less fortunate during 

this Lenten season.     
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M E M B E R  N E W S 

           Sympathies to… 

       ...Carl and Arlene Krause on the death of Arlene’s brother 

               ...Grace Beard and family on the death of Bernard 

Well, “that” season (snow, sleet, ice, wintry mix), might be winding 
down, but just plain old lousy weather can still make getting to 

church difficult, or even dangerous.  So, In the event of any such 
lousy weather, please use the following media sources to find out if 

any events at the church have been postponed or cancelled. 
 

 www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com   WFMZ-TV Channel 69    www.WFMZ.com   
    

    WNPV Radio 1440 KYW Channel 3 www.KYW1060.com 
 

  KYW Radio 1060  WPVI Channel 6     www.WPVI.com WCAU 
 

   Radio 1210 WCAU Channel 10    www.WCAU.com   

G o o d  F r i d a y  W a l k 
For all youth and adults, join us on Friday, April 3rd at 12 noon for a spiritual walk to 

St. Mark’s in Pennsburg.  Following the walk is a community church service at St. 

Mark’s.  And, after the church service, youth are treated to McDonald’s, but any-

one is welcome to come dine with us.  Whether you are only able to be there for 

the walk or you can only make the church service, 

that is okay, you don’t have to attend both. 

There are 3 starting points (New Goshenhoppen Church, St. Philip Neri school and Pennsburg UCC)  

Please see Kevin or Barb Master if you would like more details or if you need transportation. 

 Family Movie Night and Pizza! 
Join us on Friday, April 3rd 6:00pm at Palm Church for a movie with 

pizza and punch provided.  Please bring a snack to share.  Dress as 

cozy as you like and bring blankets and pillows.  

Letters to God is a PG rated movie about a young boy 

who has cancer and writes letters to God as a way of praying.  

Please sign up by Wednesday, April 1st so we can get a pizza count.   
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The Committee focus is to ensure optimum communication between the congregation 
and Pastor Nick and to that end, encourages questions or comments.  Please feel free 
to contact any member of the committee:  Jeff Stauffer, Dave Woodward, Gail Ferry, 
Lil Master, Ray Hausman, Doug Wallinger, Jean Ross, or David Luz.  The rescheduled 
next meeting of the Pastoral Relations Committee will be held Sunday, April 12th, after 
the worship service, and it will be held in the Contemporary Issues Classroom. 

The Goodie Boxes have been mailed and we hope that our six col-

lege students and three young adults in the military are  

enjoying their packages and cards.  A big THANK YOU to  

everyone in the congregation who signed 

the greeting cards or put a personal note in 

the boxes.  A special THANK YOU to Stauffer Glove & Safety for so  

generously offering to again ship all of our packages.  Thank you to  

everyone who made a monetary donation to offset the cost of the 

“goodies” – I know our young people really appreciate hearing from the  

congregation while they’re away from home.  

G O O D I E  B O X E S  O F F  A N D  A W A Y 

P a s t o r a l  R e l a t i o n s  C o m m i t t e e 

 

                     February     Year to Date  
       Operating Cash on Hand              $    6,836.57          $   6,836.57     

 Operating Income Received                 $  10,869.48          $  24,773.70 

 Operating Expenses                            $  27,077.62          $  63,471.05 

 Operating cash on hand             $   (9,371.57)         $ (31,860.78) 

      Mark Your Calendars! 

         The Men of Palm 
   Chicken BBQ 

Join us on Saturday, June 13th from 
4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for the best chicken 

BBQ east of the Mississippi!  You won’t want to miss this finger lickin’ good time! 
Please contact a member of the Men of Palm for tickets, or see Dan in the office.  And 
if you’d like to help out with the chicken BBQ, contact Tom Long at (267) 307-3512.  



 

Throughout the first 

half of the 20th century, 

Flora Heebner,  

Schwenkfelder missionary 

in China, was very much a 

part of the life of members 

of the Schwenkfelder 

churches.  Flora was an en-

thusiastic letter writer.  She 

wrote to members of her 

extended family, Sunday 

School classes, various la-

dies’ fellowship groups, 

and many individuals in all 

our Schwenkfelder 

Churches.  Her letters were 

sure to encourage the  

support and prayers of the 

home churches in her work.  

They also brought home the 

many obstacles she faced as 

well as the accomplish-

ments of her ministry.  One 

such letter dated October 

25, 1914, expressed in these 

words her considerable  

passion for the children of 

her mission, “Poor children 

untouched by Western  

civilization. Their feet are 

still being bound. They are 

still being engaged [to be 

married] in their tender 

teens, and hidden behind 

closed doors.  There are 

still with us those who are 

sold as slaves and those 

who fill the place of dis-

carded wives. But in the 

black depths that I have 

indicated, light seems to be 

shining, but it is but a 

dawning light and the day 

is slow in coming. But it is 

coming!” 

A subsequent letter 

introduced one of these 

children for the folks back 

home:  

January 3, 1915: 

There is the dearest pet 

in the Hospital now. 

The little slave girl who 

came in a frightened 

being a few short 

months ago. Oh, she 

was in such agony and 

terror and fear least the 

"foreign devils" use hid-

den acts of torture to 

add to her already over-

flowing cup of suffering. 

This morning she was 

carried into church on a 

stretcher her face all 

smiles and the sweetest 

confidence. She just 

knows everything is all 

right. The [government] 

official called on the 

Hemingways [other 

missionaries working 

with Flora] and inter-

ested himself in this 

case of brutality. He 

went to see the child 

and asked questions 

about her life and the 

people who had her. 

What a blessing, if be-

cause of this one slave's 

suffering their lot would 

be lightened because 

the state won’t permit 

human life to be held so 

lightly. 

Later in the year, Flora 

reported more positive 

news of this unfortunate 

orphan:  

October 22, 1915: 

Remember the little 

slave girl I wrote about 

last winter. She is called 

"Sunshine" now. After 

the operation in the 

hospital which meant 

the amputation of a foot 

and arm, our poor little 

slave girl came out of 

the anesthetic into a 

new world. I had left 

her on the operating 

table mercifully uncon-

scious. 

It was days before I 

could bring myself to 

see her again. When I 

did enter the ward 

Caspar’s Corner — Letters from Missionary Flora Heebner 

where she was, there 

she sat on the bed, with 

a big, bright smile. She 

just compelled us to go 

up to her, pat her dear 

head and ask her if she 

was well. Her bright 

gentle reply was, 

"Well." It was only a 

matter of a few weeks 

when we met her on the 

path leading to the 

"Doctor" house, crawl-

ing along on one hand 

and knees, looking up 

with that fascinating 

smile of confidence. And 

one Sunday, about a 

month after the opera-

tions, she came pegging 

her way along on a 

wooden leg to Chil-

dren's Sunday School. 

Then the day came 

when she was all well, 

and could leave the 

Hospital. There was 

only one place to which 

she could go, and that 

was our "Precious Dew 

Girls' School." The 

Hospital matron 

brought her over. When 

"Happiness" saw her 

coming, she went out to 

meet her, put her 

steadying arm about her 

shoulders and helped 

her up the steps. Every 

one crowded around 

her and she did turn shy 

all at once and become 

frightened. 

We thought that the 

clouds would hide our 

"Sunshine" and we 
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“Poor children 

untouched by 

Western  

civilization. 

Their feet are 

still being 

bound.  
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happen. But "Happiness" is a bighearted 

girl, pure gold. She took the poor motherless 

lamb under her wing and after a few days the 

"Sunshine" was as bright as ever. It was 

good to look out into the yard and see the 

folks one after the other piloting the little 

dear around and picking this girl (of twelve 

years) up bodily sometimes and helping her 

up steps and over rough places with her un-

trained new leg. 

 

Flora went on to report that the local  

Magistrate in Tai Ku took an interest in the case 

and helped ensure the little girl’s freedom and 

support from both a “cruel mistress” and a  

promised fiancé who was threatening to bring 

trouble to her life.  Flora concludes her story with 

these words: “We bespeak your prayers that she 

may come to know and love Him who saved her 

for Himself. Very Sincerely. Flora K. Heebner.”  

 

Caspar’s Corner is provided monthly to The Schwenk-

felder Church by the Schwenkfelder Library &  

Heritage Center. 

C a s p e r ’ s 
C o r n e r   ( C o n t . ) 

P a s t o r ’ s  P a u s e  ( C o n t . ) 

pretty big celebration, as it 

should be. There is brass, great 

singing, voices joined together 

in Easter Alleluias, and the affir-

mation that “Christ is risen, in-

deed!” It is the celebration of 

God’s great victory in Jesus 

Christ, and the promise of new 

and eternal life to each of us and 

the Church. We don’t talk about 

fear on Easter much, but the 

truth is that Mary Magdalene, 

Mary the mother of James, and 

Salome’s reaction to the news 

that Jesus was raised is under-

standable. These women of faith 

and service who went to take 

care of Jesus’ body, worried 

about not being able to move the 

stone so they could get in the 

tomb, are not all that different 

from us when we truly encoun-

ter the presence and power of 

God. We are elated with hope 

and promise, but we also recog-

nize that the whole world and 

our very lives have been forever 

changed, and that scares us! The 

transformative power of God’s 

Spirit that calls each of us and 

binds us together in Christ’s 

death and resurrection, draws us 

to depths we cannot fathom nor 

comprehend. God’s grace 

changes our very being, and that 

is a scary reality. 

But this resurrection mo-

ment, in which we are invited to 

share, not only on Easter Sunday 

but every day, is an even greater 

reality, one that outshines all of 

our fears, all of our sins and 

shortcomings, all of our ways of 

death which keep us from fully 

embracing God. As we share in 

the glorious celebration of our 

Savior’s resurrection may we all 

know this Easter Hope! 

Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen, indeed! 

But this  

resurrection 

moment...not 

only on Easter 

Sunday but 

every day, is an 

even greater 

reality, one that 

outshines all of 

our fears... 

100th Anniversary Book 
 

"The Building of  Palm Schwenkfelder 

Church"  
 

This special anniversary book is still  
available in the church office for only 

$12.00.  The book, edited by Anne Goda 
and designed by Robin Hepler, uses the 
pictures taken by Oscar Schultz during 
the construction along with the lecture 

he created in 1931, to produce a very 
readable narrative of the how Palm 
Church was built.  The pictures are  

absolutely fantastic and shouldn't be 
missed.  The book is available from our 
church Administrator Dan Ferry during 

normal office hours - get your copy now! 
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S L H C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  

Schwenkfelder Heritage Tour 2014 

With Dave Luz and Allen Viehmeyer 

April 8, 2015 noon 
 

Meet the people we met; see the places we 
visited in Germany and Poland with the most 

recent snapshots of Twardocice, Ossig, 
Jelenia Góra, Berthelsdorf, Herrnhut, Berlin, 
and many places and friends. Photos of the 
2014 Heritage Tour, September 24 - October 

10, with comments by Dave and Allen. 

The current school year has brought a new Head Teacher/Director to the 
Palm Country Day School (PCDS). Meredith Reinhart served as the  
assistant teacher last school year in preparation for her appointment as the 
Head Teacher/Director this year.  Meredith lives in East Greenville, PA, 
and is married to Randy Reinhart.  They have two sons, Owen and  
Thayden.  Meredith, and both her sons, attended Palm Country Day 
School. An Upper Perkiomen High School graduate, Meredith attended 

Kutztown University where she majored in Education. 
 

 Meredith began to work with children immediately upon graduation from high school.  
She served as a camp director for the Upper Perk YMCA, as a special education assistant 
at Eyer Middle School, and as an early interventionist for BARC in Reading, where she 
worked with children under the age of three, focusing on speech.  Seven plus years were 
spent working at Upper Perk Child Care Center and Little Faces Learning Center. At Little 
Faces, Meredith taught pre-kindergarten and then served as the head teacher in the infant 
room and as third in command of the entire center for four years.  With this vast experi-
ence, she came to Palm, ready to lead PCDS into its second fifty years of providing quality 
pre-school education. 
 

 Meredith is very involved with her own children's activities including band, choir, foot-
ball, wrestling and baseball.  Both her parents were teachers, and her father currently 
serves on the Upper Perkiomen School Board, while her mother serves on the Board for 
PCDS.  She and her husband, Randy, were married at Palm Schwenkfelder Church almost 
14 years ago. A very family oriented person, Meredith would like to see PCDS become 
more family friendly.  She and Noel Brook, her assistant teacher, have been inviting the  

(Cont p. 10) 

M e e t  P C D S ' s  N e w  D i r e c t o r 
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Altar Flowers and Bulletins 

The Deacons would like to thank the members of Palm for spon-
soring bulletins and real flowers every Sunday for the 2014 calen-

dar year!  Everyone who did sponsor, please remember that bulle-
tin sponsorships are $15, flower sponsorships are $50, and the  

flowers are yours to keep after the service.  Please sign 
up for the 2015  

date(s) of your choice on the new charts posted in the hallway by the church  

office.  Make checks payable to “Palm Schwenkfelder Church,” with the  
notation of “flowers” or “bulletins,” and place in the office lock box or offering 

plate prior to or on the date of your sponsorship. 

 Dates available for flower sponsorship: 
 April 19th; May 3rd and 17th  

 Openings for bulletin sponsorships: 
June 14th and 21st  

 

 Thanks for your support! 

Why Do We Relay? 
 
A report from the American Cancer Society states that approximately 
1,665,540 new cancer cases are expected to be diagnosed in 2015 in the 
United States alone. One in twenty-nine of that number is expected to 

be children or adolescents. The amount goes even higher since this number does not include skin cancers, 
which are not required to be reported to cancer registries.  So the question is not “Why do we Relay?”  The 
question is—“How can we not Relay?” 
 
The Palm Schwenkfelder Church Relay For Life Team works hard each year organizing/sponsoring fund-
raising activities.  We sell candy, ham sandwiches, soup, luminaries, sticky buns, apple dumplings and more!  
We’ve recycled electronics…we’ve held concerts and raffles…we’ll try almost anything….. but in doing all 
this, we realize that we would not be successful in our efforts without the generosity and support from each 
of you. Your contributions make a difference. Your support keeps us going.  Thank you! 
 
  The Upper Perk Relay For Life will be held on May16th, 2015 at the Upper Perkiomen High School from 
9:00 am till Midnight.  Mark your calendar –come on out and join us- support this very important commu-
nity event. 

 
All money raised at Relay for Life events goes  

directly to the American Cancer Society to aid in  
research and patient care programs. 

 
Thank you for your continued support! 
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T R U S T E E S ’  T I D B I T S 

 The Board of Trustees will hire a company to repair and clean the mausoleum located in 
the Palm Cemetery this spring. A thorough investigation by Palm members and Bill 
Wenz, owner of Earl Wenz Monuments Inc., Breinigsville, PA, has revealed extensive 
water damage to both the interior and exterior of the mausoleum. Marble panels cover-
ing the interior walls have bowed tremendously, making it hazardous to enter the mau-
soleum.  In addition, the exterior exhibits missing or loose caulk, which is leading to the 
internal water damage.  The plans for restoration include removing the interior marble 
panels and stabilizing the interior, as well as acid washing the exterior, removing the old 
caulking material, and replacing it with new, silicone caulking, plus reinforcing some of 
the exterior joints.  The mausoleum was built in the 1930s by Elmer Krauss Schultz and 
houses the remains of four individuals. 

 
 With the installation of our new propane-fueled boiler, the Church now has two, used oil 

tanks for sale. Please contact Alex Jalowy for more technical information about the 
tanks. If interested in purchasing the tanks, please contact Anne Goda. 

 
 The "Over the Hill Gang Too" will undertake its first project when the weather improves.  

It will involve the thinning of the hedges at Hosensack Meetinghouse.  If interested in 
participating in this or future projects, contact Doug Wallinger or Walt Master. 

PCDS families to more events, so they can get to know one another.  This seems to be paying off 
with more and more play dates happening outside of school. 
 

 PCDS's enrollment has dwindled the last few years, but Meredith, Noel, and the PCDS 
Board are working harder than ever to increase the number of students.  Multiple open houses 
have been scheduled for the spring; a new sign was erected last year; and posters and some ad-
vertising have been undertaken to make the community aware of this successful day school pro-
gram.  Meredith expressed her strong feelings for the day school, "I have always taken pride in the 
fact that I went to PCDS and am thrilled to be the director and head teacher! . . . I truly think this 
program is worth fighting for and I am working as hard as I can to update it while still holding onto 
some traditions that I even remember doing here 30 plus years ago." 
 

 PCDS was founded in 1965 and will celebrate its 50th anniversary this coming fall.  Plan to 
attend one or more of the celebratory events.  Please look upon this school as a mission of Palm 
Schwenkfelder Church and consider supporting their fund raisers and special events, which they 
hold throughout the school year.  Many current and future members of our community have started 
their pathway to an education here at Palm, and we would like to see it continue long into the fu-
ture.  

M e e t  P C D S ' s  N e w  D i r e c t o r  ( C o n t ’ d . ) 
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Mentor/Confirmand Event  
Brown bag Lunch & 

Meetinghouse Tour 

for Confirmands and  

Mentors 

 
A tour of the meetinghouse 

sites will be held on April 19th, (rain date April 

26th).  Following the worship service we will 

have a brown bag lunch in the social hall, and af-

ter that the class and mentors  will travel to 

Washington, Hosensack and Kraussdale.  

Spring General Conference  
The Spring General 

Conference of the  

Schwenkfelder Church will be held on 

May 17th at  

Central Schwenkfelder Church 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

833 Gravel Pike 

P.O. Box 66 

Palm, PA  18070 

PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH 

Administrator/Office Phone: 215-679-5321 

Fax: 215-679-2650 

E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net 

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com 

SAVE THE DATE! 

April 2nd  — Maundy Thursday 

April 3rd   — Good Friday 

April 5th   — Easter Sunday 

April 12th — Pastoral Relations Committee Meeting 

April 19th — A-Choir Worship Sunday 

   — Brown Bag Lunch & Meetinghouse Tour for 

        Confirmands and Mentors 

April 26th — Music Sunday Worship Service 

 

Dated  Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

Rev. Nicholas L. Pence, Pastor 
Rev. Ronald Krick, Pastor Emeritus 

Barbara Master, Youth Director 
Dan Ferry, Church Administrator 

Kevin Master, Sexton 
Ed Bieler, Director of Music 

Peg Jacob, Organist 


