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PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2018

Chimes
Welcome and Announcements

Mission Statement of PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH:
Our task is to proclaim the Living Word of God, which empowers us to
care for and share with our community and the world.

Vision Statement of PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH:

Serving the glorious God, claimed by Jesus, and inspired by scripture,
honoring our history, with renewed commitment we will reach out to
our community and the world through worship, spirit enriching
programs, and outreaching mission.

Prayer
Prelude “QO Little Town of Bethlehem”

*Call to Worship

Rejoice, give thanks; call on God’s name;

the Holy One is in our midst.
How gooditist o come home to God’'s ho
How good it is to gather iin Chri

Sing aloud! Exult with all your heart;

the Sovereign One has done glorious things.
We offer up our anxieties, seeki
We face our plenty, eager to share.

Shout your praise! Express your joy!

The God of our salvation welcomes us.
God' s love is renewing us in the
God' s strength is becoming our s

Christmas Program
Scene 1: The Legend of the Christmas Chimes
Scene 2: A Frosty and Cold Christmas Eve
Scene 3: The Nativity with Scripture Readings

Junior Bell Choir “He is Born” arr. Patricia Sanders Cotta



Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession
What shall we do, O God? We can never do enough to deserve
your love. We confess that we are not always truthful. We
have defaced the purity of your love for us. We have embraced
ugliness and oppression rather than loveliness and grace. We
have distorted your cries for justice in order to benefit
ourselves. We have given less than our best to others and to
you. Forgive us, we pray. Amen.

Time of Personal Confession
Assurance of Pardon
Hymn #173 “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Pastoral Prayerandthe Lord’ s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering

Offertory

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him all creatures here below;
Praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

Christmas Program Continues

Scene 4: Offerings to the Christ-child

Hymn #146 “Joy to the World! the Lord Is Come”



Prayer of Dedication
We rejoice, O God of peace, in the privilege of giving without
fear. You come to us daily with blessings too numerous to count.
You are the Holy One whose presence relieves our anxiety, feeds
our hungers, and stirs our compassion. Through our offerings,
we express our gratitude. As we give of ourselves, we respond to
your call to bear fruit and to make your name known among the
nations. Thank you for accepting all we offer. Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Candle of Love

Advent Hymn

Based on the hymn, "Peace I Leave with You, My Friends" atr. Pence/Tacob
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give to you my friends I giveto you soyoucan give to oth - ers, too.
*Benediction
Postlude

Following worship, please join us for refreshments in the Adult Sunday School
Room.



Sunday School Christmas Program Participants
Lily Hoffman: Worship Service, Narrator; Owen Hoffman: Usher; Reid

Hoffman: Worship Service, Narrator, Wiseman, A Great Writer; Job Kinsler:
Narrator, Worship Service, Scripture Reader; Johanna Kinsler: Narrator,
Mary, Older Sister; Josie Kinsler: Usher, Shepherd, Old Man; Jovia Kinsler:
Joseph, Old Woman, Rich Man; Faith Ann Linsinbigler: Angel; Blake
Master: Scripture Reader, Junior Bell Choir; Brent Master: Worship Service,
Usher, Shepherd; LJ Morasco: Wiseman, Rich Man; Parker Morasco: Little
Brother; Anja Muse: Narrator; Hans Muse: Worship Service; Sabine
Muse: Narrator; Andrew Pence: Narrator, Junior Bell Choir; Kate Pence:
Narrator, Scripture Reader, Junior Bell Choir; Nicholas Pence: Worship
Service, Narrator, Junior Bell Choir; Ethan Raab: Wiseman, King of the
Country; Hailey Raab: Angel; Shane Raab: Usher, Narrator; Maya Yoder:
Angel; Shelby Yoder: Angel

A Special Thank You to everyone who has joined us this morning; to the
parents, teachers & leaders for their help; and to our youth for sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ.

*All who are able, please stand.

The bulletins are sponsored today in honor of Palm Youth by Kevin and Barb
Master.



eThings of Interest to Our

This week, please keep in your daily prayers:

Peg Jacob, Leon Wohlbach, Lynette Ware, Mary, Annabelle, and Brad Snow,
Judy Bair, Peggy Weaver, Chandler Williams, Leroy Brown, Pauline Kloenne,
Eric G., Grace Kuhns, Roger Steele, Bob Croll, Sr., Evelyn and Jack Bold,

Mae Gerhart, Jill Schubert, Donna Weller, Jeremy Master, Autumn Reyburn,
Ray Lepley, Dakota Laudenslager, Merle Leh, Keith Miller, Anna Schloder,
Cody Belmont, Liz Snook, Liem Zbyszinski, Barry Slemmer, Jean Boreman,
Bryan Schwoyer, Judy Yerger, Jacki Hensler, Rochelle Ginder Manuel,

Deena Updegrove, Rebecca Himmelwright, Ernie Guldin, Meg Lester,

Willard Long, Lucile Jones, Sheryl Tomlin, Goldie Graber, Kylene Bertoia Hart,
Mary and Heinz Herrmann, Martha Wolford, Devon Hawkins, Kerm Goda,
Vern Weller, Mary Hartman, Jen Fries, Mary Jane Burianek, Dave Jaeger.
Please also keep in your prayers the men and women serving in the United States
Military. This month from our Schwenkfelder Prayer List we uplift the staff of
Palm Schwenkfelder Church.

December Youth Birthdays
Happy Birthday to...
Drew Colvin (12/21), Jonas Kinsler (12/30)

Christmas Program Rehearsals
The final rehearsal will take place today during Sunday School.

Christmas Program

Today our Youth will be presenting an adaptation of the book Why the Chimes
Rang by Raymond MacDonald Alden. Please join us for refreshments after
worship in the Adult Sunday School Room. All church members are invited to
bring a snack to share. You may drop it off before worship in the Adult Sunday
School Room.

Winter Rally
Get ready for some after Christmas fun during our combined Sunday School hour
on January 6th. Join us for games, food and fun!

Cookies and a Movie

Next Sunday, December 234, all our Youth are invited to a combined
Cookies and a Movie Event during Sunday School and Children’s Church in the
Youth Room to see the movie - “The Star.” This a cute animation film starring a
donkey and all of his friends as they follow the Star that leads them to the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Thank You

Thank you for the treat box and good luck wishes before finals. I will definitely
enjoy the yuammmy goodies to help me get through my finals. Iliked getting the
school supplies, as they start running out by the end of the semester. My favorite
part was receiving all the good luck wishes. Thank you all again. Tori Leh



Thank You
Thank you so much for the amazing care package! I absolutely love everything

inside. It will provide me greatly in my college adventure. Megan Johnson
Thank You

Thank you for the box!! I like that the church was thinking of me. I shared the
goodies with my son, Tommy. He loves the goldfish crackers. Trisha Wright
Thank You

This care package is just what I needed. I got a knock on my door in the middle
of studying and this was a very pleasant surprise! What I love most is that I was
not expecting it. Iimmediately started eating the little candies and snacks! Then
I found the little notes with personal messages, and they made my day! I will
display them at my desk as reminders to keep doing what I am doing. The
package was much appreciated and I will enjoy it for weeks! Thank you so much
again! Mackenzie Kriebel

Christmas Fund

For over a Century, the Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross has been a
tangible expression of God’s love and light in the world. As one of the four Special
Mission Offerings of the UCC, congregations have the opportunity to reach out in
kindheartedness to those who have faithfully served the Church and are now
facing unexpected financial needs. These gifts enable the United Church Board
for Ministerial Assistance to provide, on behalf of the whole Church,
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Retiree Health Premium Supplementation,
Emergency Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gifts to those in need. This
year’s Theme is The Light Is Surely Coming, and your support will help continue
these ministries of light and love. The recipients of these gifts have faithfully
served the church and now, in their time of need, we can be the church to them.
We invite and encourage you to join thousands of UCC members and
congregations who will support this year’s appeal and trust the light is surely
coming.

Thank You
We would like to thank the Palm Youth for the lovely fruit basket we received.
The Schwoyer Family

Ladi es’ Ai d Paarpyi phany

Date change: the Ladies’ Aid Epiphany Party and luncheon will be held on
January 8, 2019 at 12:00 noon. Please bring a covered dish to share. We will be
collecting monetary donations for Open Link. The monthly Ladies’ Aid business
meeting will follow lunch at 1:00PM

Annual Report Submissions

Annual reports from all Church committees are due in the office no later than
January 8t 2019. If possible, please e-mail your report to the church office.
Any questions should be directed to Vice Moderator, Lawrence Croll.



Christmas Eve Cantata and Candle Lighting Service

Monday, December 24th we will gather for worship on Christmas Eve to celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We will begin at 7:15 p.m. with a collection
of pre-service music, which will be followed at 7:30 p.m. by our cantata “A
Celebration of Carols” by Joseph M. Martin, and our service will conclude with
our candle lighting and singing of “Silent Night.”

Luminaries for Christmas Eve

Today is the last day you may contribute $5.00 per line for a luminary to
decorate the church driveway on Christmas Eve. This is one of the fundraisers
for the Palm Schwenkfelder Church Relay for Life Team. Your contribution may
be made “in honor of” or “in memory of” friends or loved ones. There will be a
special insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin acknowledging your gifts. You can fill
out the form on page 12 of this bulletin to place your order. Please then submit
your order for luminaries at the table located in the narthex after worship
services, or place your order and payment in the office today. Please make
checks payable to: PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH - Memo: Relay for Life
Team.

Organist Wanted

Palm Schwenkfelder Church, 833 Gravel Pike, Palm PA 18070 is seeking a Part-
Time Organist/Accompanist for Sunday Services at 10:15 a.m., occasional
holidays and special services, and adult choir rehearsals generally held
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. A completed job application (which can be
found at www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com ) and résumé can be mailed to the
church at P.O. Box 66, Palm PA 18070, or email them to
palmadministrator@comcast.net. If you know of anyone who may be interested,
please have them go to our website or email any questions they may have. This
position is open starting February 1, 2019.

Treasur er ' sNorRangber; 2018 November Year to Date

Operating Cash On Hand Start of Month/Year $ (1,797.91) $ 64,361.86
Operating Income Received $59,678.95 $287,602.34
Operating Expenses $20,614.23 $314,697.39
Ending Operating Cash On Hand - 11/30 $37,266.81 $ 37,266.81

Did You Know..?
This is where we list items of interest to members and visitors. If you have any
items to add, please call or email Dan Ferry in the church office. Thank you.

Did You Knowé?

1 LARGE PRINT bulletins are available from an usher. LARGE PRINT
Bibles are also available for use during worship services, located on the
table to the left between the front and back sections of pews.

1 Listening devices are available for those who would like them. Please see
an usher to assist you.


http://www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com/
mailto:palmadministrator@comcast.net

1 A fully accessible restroom is located in the hallway, across from the
office. A baby changing table is there, also.

1 There are greeting cards on the podium as you enter the sanctuary.
Anyone is invited to sign — you don’t need to be a member of the
congregation to add your name to the well wishes.

1 Donations of greeting cards to this project are welcomed and needed,
especially Get Well and Sympathy cards. Please see Nancy Hoffman with
your donations, or place them on the podium shelf.



OUR CHURCH'S WIDER MISSION IN SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA WWW.PSEC.ORG

NITED g
iR ® Lommunitas
PENNSYLVANIA SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE

&
S 1441 Laura Lane, Suite 100, Pottstown, PA 19464
484-949-8774

December 16, 2018

it’s All About ...Boundaries

2019 Lay Boundary Training

Boundary Training is not just for Pastors....
it also pertains to church members!
Learn about the boundaries that should exist within the church,
child clearances, mandatory reporting and more!

Saturday, January 26th— 9:00 am—12:00 noon
@ Church of the Good Shepherd
35 W. Philadelphia Ave., Boyertown

Register at: https://pseclaybound.eventbrite.com
Registration: $20.00

Important....Financial Note !

The PSEC will close books for 2018 as of close of business on
January 15, 2019. All OCWM contributions and pass-throughs for 2018
must be received by our office by the close of business on Tuesday,
January 15, 2019 in order to be counted as a 2018 contribution.
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Consider Giving to The Christmas Fund

Our joy at Christmas is a response to God's promise of new life through
the birth of Jesus. It is a joy we are called to share widely, through our
witness and gifts, both to loved ones and to distant nelghbors

X - x
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"It wasn’t easy picking up the telephone to < § , % issurely %?/Jls y
share with you my present situation. In * L nu]

fact, it was one of the most humiliating ' N
experiences of my life although it reminded )
me that grace still happens. Sometimes we
as clergy persons lose sight of God’s grace
when the negative stuff comes into our
lives."

'HE CHRISTMAS FUND

"...thanks so much for sharing your time ;
and ministry with me. Your most gracious ¢ o, PR
gift is appreciated more than words can

say as | continue to live in the 'meantime.""

These eloquent words are from a pastor who is the recipient of the
caring and concern of those who contribute to the Christmas Fund
Offering.

You have the opportunity to be a part of this ministry that cares for the
active and retired clergy and lay employees of the United Church of
Christ through your participation in this year's Christmas Fund Offering.

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist pastors like the one
above, but also provide for the Supplementation of Small Annuities,
Supplementation of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and
Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next December to lower-income
retirees.

Your gifts are needed more than ever to help the growing number of
retirees whose low-income annuities make it difficult to meet increasing
living costs. This is your opportunity to participate in God's promise of
renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion and care.
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Palm Schwenkfelder Church
Sponsors Luminaries for Christmas Eve

Every Sunday, from November 25th until December 16™, you may contribute
$5.00 per line for a luminary to decorate the church driveway on Christmas Eve. Your
contribution may be made “in honor of” or “in memory of” friends or loved ones. There
will be a special insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin acknowledging your gifts. Please
order your luminaries at the table located in the Narthex after worship services or
place your order and payment in the office lock-box before the deadline of Sunday,
December 16™

Please make checks payable to:
PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Memo: Christmas Eve Luminaries

PLEASE PRINT

Donor’s Name

Phone Number

“In Honor of”

“In Memory of”

Total Donation $ Check # Cash
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This Week at PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH

Sunday, December 16

9:00am Rehearsal for Children's Christmas Program

9:00am Sunday School

10:15am Children's Christmas Program

11:30am Refreshments after Worship

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Amos 41 6; Revelation 7

Monday, December 17

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Amos 71 9; Revelation 8

7:00pm Board of Christian Education Meeting

Tuesday, December 18

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Obadiah; Revelation 9

7:00pm Boy Scouts - Troop Meeting

7:00pm Mission Board

Wednesday, December 19

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Jonah 11 4; Revelation 10

6:00pm Junior Bell Choir Rehearsal

6:30pm Senior Bell Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Senior Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 20
12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Micah 11 3; Revelation 11

Friday, December 21
12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Micah 4i 5; Revelation 12

Saturday, December 22

9:00am Senior Choir Rehearsal

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Micah 61 7; Revelation 13
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Sunday, December 23

9:00am Sunday School

10:15am Sunday Worship Service

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Nahum 1i 3; Revelation 14

15



PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
833 Gravel Pike
PO Box 66
Palm PA 18070
Office Phone: 215 — 679 — 5321
Fax: 215 — 679 — 2650
Pastor Nick’s Cell Phone: (267) 374 — 5691

Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com
Church Administrator E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net
Church Office Email: palmschwenkfelder@comcast.net
Pastor’s E-mail: palmpastor@comcast.net

Copyright License Number: 1433223

Serving You at PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Ministers: All Church Members

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Pence

Director of Music: Ed Bieler

Junior Bells: Beth Croll

Senior Bells: Joanne and David Luz

Organist: Peg Jacob

Church Administrator: J. Daniel Ferry

Youth Director: Barbara Master

Sexton: Kevin Master 484 — 358 — 1684

Greeter: Blake Master

Ushers: Gregg Hoffman, Owen Hoffman, Scott Kriebel, Matthew Wright
Prayer Chain: Nancy Hoffman

The Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession are both reprinted

by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Love by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.

The Prayer of Dedication is reprinted by permission of United Church
Press from When We Gather by James G. Kirk. Copyright 2001 by

Geneva Press.
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