PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Associate Member: United Church of Christ

L T,
: zgﬁrﬂ iy i‘{%l{g‘g

i i)

s A
A

833 Gravel Pike
PO Box 66
Palm PA 18070
215-679-5321
PalmSchwenkfelder @comecast.net
www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com



PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2018
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mission Statement of PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH:
Our task is to proclaim the Living Word of God, which empowers us to care for
and share with our community and the world.

Vision Statement of PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH:
Serving the glorious God, claimed by Jesus, and inspired by scripture, honoring

our history, with renewed commitment we will reach out to our community and
the world through worship, spirit enriching programs, and outreaching mission.

Chimes

Welcome and Announcements

Prayer

Prelude “0O Come, ,BEOnnCaonmee | " Lani Smith
Senior Choir Anthem “ Come, Come Emma n u eJoélRaney
*Call to Worship

The days are surely coming, says our God,
when justice and righteousness will appear.

Goddbés promise wil!/ be made known
and we will declare Godbés goodne

Lift up your souls in trust and praise;

open your hearts and minds to God’

Godds ways will beéoud,e monstrated

and we will seek to walk in them all our days.
Render thanksgiving to God for al
Watch and pray, in holiness and abiding faith.
Godds mercy and steadfast | ove
and we will abound in love for one another.

*Hymn #135 Come, Thbowupdotnhggd Jesus”

Call to Confession
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Prayer of Confession
God of promises and possibilities, we admit we color the world
according to our own limited vision. We are often unjust in
our judgment and faithless in our relationships. We are
haunted by sins we have not confessed. Hear us as we entrust
them to your forgiving care. Help us to let go of our
transgressions, to renew our covenant with you, and to live
constructively with one another. In the spirit of Jesus Christ,
whose coming among us we await with great expectation.
Amen.

Time of Personal Confession
Senior Bell Choir “Advent Ant i ci p a tKarissaDennis
Assurance of Pardon

Lighting the Advent Candle of Hope

Advent Hymn

Based on the hymn, "Peace I Leave with You, My Friends" s PEReEITaEeE
Em D F#m

4% ;ﬁgw = i yﬂu

Hope 1 give to you my fncndx e-ter-nal hope, in all you do. Hope 1

Em Fgm

e u‘,,

give to you my friends. [ giveto you soyoucan give to oth - ers,
Scripture Jeremiah 33:14 — 16 (NRSV p. 645; LP p. 1240)
Luke 21:25 — 36 (NRSV p. 856 — 857; LP p. 1647 — 1648)
Childrends Ser mon
Chil drends Chur cCorey May
*Hymn #163 “LolHowaRoseE' er Bl"oomi ng

Sermon



Pastoral Prayer and th e L o Prhyes
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil:
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Call to Offering
Offertory “Lelpw a Ros e ”Olive Nelson Russell

Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye Heavenly Host;
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication
God of promise, you cause the branch of hope to bud and flower;
we offer you the fruit of our labor. May what we do bring
reassurance to those seeking evidence of your goodness. Use our
gifts as signs of what deliverance can mean. We join with the
Christ in the struggle for justice; we commit ourselves to the
quest for peace. Amen.

*Hymn #142 “Long Ago.,KnRrwdphets
*Benediction
Postlude “Lift Up Your He adEahiSmith

*All who are able, please stand.

The bulletins are sponsored today in loving memory of grandparents by Doug,
Deb, Denise, and Donna Long.



eThings of Ount eaémt Stcbwenkf

This week, please keep in your daily prayers:

Glenn Hoffman, Sandy Kriebel, Annabelle, and Brad Snow, Judy Bair,

Peggy Weaver, Chandler Williams, Leroy Brown, Pauline Kloenne, Eric G.,
Grace Kuhns, Roger Steele, Bob Croll, Sr., Evelyn and Jack Bold, Mae Gerhart,
Jill Schubert, Donna Weller, Jeremy Master, Autumn Reyburn, Ray Lepley,
Dakota Laudenslager, Merle Leh, Keith Miller, Anna Schloder, Cody Belmont,
Liz Snook, Liem Zbyszinski, Barry Slemmer, Jean Boreman, Leon Wohlbach,
Bryan Schwoyer, Judy Yerger, Jacki Hensler, Rochelle Ginder Manuel,

Deena Updegrove, Rebecca Himmelwright, Ernie Guldin, Meg Lester,

Willard Long, Lucile Jones, Sheryl Tomlin, Goldie Graber,

Kylene Bertoia Hart, Mary and Heinz Herrmann, Martha Wolford,

Devon Hawkins, Kerm Goda, Vern Weller, Mary Hartman, Jen Fries,

Mary Jane Burianek, Dave Jaeger. Please also keep in your prayers the men and
women serving in the United States Military. This month from our
Schwenkfelder Prayer List we uplift the staff of Palm Schwenkfelder Church.

December Youth Birthdays
Happy Birthday to..
Drew Colvin (12/21), Jonas Kinsler (12/30)

Lights in the Parkway

Youth of all ages, join us this Friday, December 7t from 6:00 pm — 9:00 pm
as we drive through a spectacular Christmas light display. After Lights in the
Parkway, we will have a hot chocolate social at the home of Barb & Kevin Master,
and we will return to the church by 9:00 pm. Please sign up so we can be sure
that we have enough driving chaperones.

Christmas Program Rehearsals

Rehearsals will take place during Sunday School. The remaining rehearsal dates
are: December 2nd, gth) and 16th, with one Saturday rehearsal on December 15th
from 10:00 am — 12:00 pm.

Christmas Program

Our Youth will be presenting an adaptation of the book Why the Chimes Rang by
Raymond MacDonald Alden on Sunday, December 16t at 10:15 a.m. Please join
us for refreshments after worship in the Adult Sunday School Room. All church
members are invited to bring a snack to share. You may drop it off before
worship in the Adult Sunday School Room.

Adopt-A-Family

Select a paper ornament from the Open Link Christmas Tree in the narthex and
purchase that gift for one of the 4 children listed on the tree. Please return your
purchased gifts unwrapped and with the paper ornament taped to it. Gifts are
due back by next Sunday, December 9th,



College Care Packages

We are looking for donations of small items or gift cards to add to the college care
packages. Monetary donations will also be accepted to help purchase items and
ship the packages. The packages will be shipped out after the Thanksgiving
holiday. Please contact Sarah Linsinbigler (484) 752 — 9549 with any questions
(please leave a message).

Special Congregational Meeting

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held next Sunday, December 9th,
immediately following the worship service, to elect our church leadership and

approve our budget for 2019. There will be copies of the budget in the narthex
available before the meeting. Please be sure to attend this important meeting.

Annual Report Submissions

Annual reports from all Church committees are due in the office no later than
January 8t 2019. If possible, please e-mail your report to the church office.
Any questions should be directed to Vice Moderator, Lawrence Croll.

Organist Wanted

Palm Schwenkfelder Church, 833 Gravel Pike, Palm PA 18070 is seeking a Part-
Time Organist/Accompanist for Sunday Services at 10:15 a.m., occasional
holidays and special services, and adult choir rehearsals generally held
Wednesday evenings at 7:30 p.m. A completed job application (which can be
found at www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com/news-stories/ ) and résumé can be
mailed to the church at P.O. Box 66, Palm PA 18070, or email them to
palmadministrator@comecast.net. If you know of anyone who may be interested,
please have them go to our website or email any questions they may have. This
position is open starting February 1, 2019.

Luminaries for Christmas Eve

Every Sunday from now through December 16t, you may contribute $5.00 per
line for a luminary to decorate the church driveway on Christmas Eve. This is
one of the fundraisers for the Palm Schwenkfelder Church Relay for Life Team.
Your contribution may be made “ i honor o fof“ i nmemory o fffiends or loved
ones. There will be a special insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin acknowledging
your gifts. You can fill out the form on page 9 of this bulletin to place your order.
Please then submit your order for luminaries at the table located in the narthex
after worship services, or place your order and payment in the office lock-box
before the deadline of Sunday, December 16t Please make checks payable to:
PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH - Memo: Relay for Life Team.

Christmas Eve Cantata and Candle Lighting Service

Monday, December 24t we will gather for worship on Christmas Eve to celebrate
the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We will begin at 7:15 p.m. with a collection
of pre-service music, which will be followed at 7:30 p.m. by our cantata entitled
“A Cel ebr at i onsephM. Madin, anld sut serbige will @nclude with
our candle lighting and singing of “Silent Night.”


http://www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com/news-stories/
mailto:palmadministrator@comcast.net

OUR CHURCH’S WIDER MISSION IN SOUTHEAST PENNSYLVANIA WWW.PSEC.ORG

OF CHRIST
PENNSYLVANIA SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE
1441 Laura Lane, Suite 100, Pottstown, PA 19464
484-949-8774

ynER ’ Communitas

December 2, 2018

What Gifts Can You Offer?

This year, the first Christmas ad | saw on television was in early October. More
than two full months before Christmas, Target wanted to make sure that |
connected Christmas with shopping at their store. Gift giving and Christmas
have become synonymous. And yes, gift giving is very much a central theme of
the Christmas and Advent narrative. | don’t know that the theme of that Target
add was exactly lined up with the biblical theme of gift giving. | am certain this
song is:

Come they told me

A new born king to see
Our finest gifts we bring
To lay before the king
So to honor him

When we come

Little baby

| am a poor boy too

| have no gift to bring
That's fit to give our king
Shall | play for you

Mary nodded

The ox and lamb kept time
| played my drum for him
| played my best for him
Then he smiled at me
Me and my drum

The Little Drummer Boy was concerned that he didn’t have anything to bring
the new born king, especially anything that would measure up to the awesome
gifts of the Magi. What did he decide to do; he took his giftedness and
presented that as a gift for the new king. He played his drum and he played it
the best he knew how. | bet you have some gifts, and if you are racking your
brain trying to decide what you can get Jesus for his birthday, take a lesson
from a poor drummer boy. Offer Him your gifts and talents, and see if Jesus
doesn’t have a smile for you also!

- Rev. Cean James, PSEC Associate Conference Minister

for Congregational Development
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Recap of the PSEC Fall Youth Event

November 2nd through 4th at
South Mountain YMCA camp,
youth and chaperones gathered
together to experience in the
telling’s of their own personal
stories and how God has played a
supportive part in their lives. Along ¥
with the theme being “My Story”,
participants on Friday evening sat
and watched the film, Life of Pi. A movie about a young Indian man name Pi
having lost everything in one night. Who
is forced to drift for days out in the open
seas, beside a Bengal tiger in nothing
more than a lifeboat. His story shows his
journey with survival and trusting God

il struggles both youth and adults had to
~ prevail through in life.

Despite having awoken to a powerless camp in the early morning on
Saturday, with dead or dying cell phones T, 1
as well as the consumption of a cold
breakfast, spirits remained high.
Workshops crafted by the Youth Event
Planning Committee went along
smoothly, the messages connecting with
the overall theme, while having fun.
Between crafting personalized life boats
(which we set to sails later) and protecting your rock (by balancing it on
toilet paper) from life’s problems with God’s help, (who replaced the toilet
paper with saran wrap). The weekend was filled with pleasant activities,
from a tractor ride up into the mountainside for a beautiful view of God’s
creations, to singing God’s praises as a community in the Large Group Area.

-Written by Kyana Zayas and Kyle Zayas, Glenside UCC
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Palm Schwenkfelder Church
Sponsors Luminaries for Christmas Eve

Every Sunday, from November 25th until December 16™, you may contribute
$5.00 per line for a luminary to decorate the church driveway on Christmas Eve. Your
contribution may be made “in honor of” or “in memory of” friends or loved ones. There
will be a special insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin acknowledging your gifts. Please
order your luminaries at the table located in the Narthex after worship services or
place your order and payment in the office lock-box before the deadline of Sunday,
December 16™

Please make checks payable to:
PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Memo: Christmas Eve Luminaries

PLEASE PRINT

Donor’s Name

Phone Number

“In Honor of”

“In Memory of”

Total Donation $ Check # Cash
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This Week at PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH

Sunday, December 2

9:00am Sunday School

9:00am Rehearsal for Children's Christmas Program

10:15am Sunday Worship Service

11:30am Board of Music Ministry Meeting

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Ezekiel 427 44; 1 John 1

2:30pm United Schwenkfelder Choir Christmas Concert

7:00pm United Schwenkfelder Choir Christmas Concert

Monday, December 3
12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Ezekiel 451 46; 1 John 2

Tuesday, December 4

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Ezekiel 471 48; 1 John 3

1:00pm Ladies' Aid Meeting

7:00pm Boy Scouts - Troop Meeting

Wednesday, December 5

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Daniel 11 2; 1 John 4

6:00pm Junior Bell Choir Rehearsal

6:30pm Senior Bell Choir Rehearsal

7:30pm Senior Choir Rehearsal

Thursday, December 6

10:00am Palm Country Day School Poinsettia Pick-Up

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Daniel 31 4; 1 John 5

3:30pm Staff Meeting

7:00pm Deacon's Meeting

Friday, December 7
12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Daniel 51 7; 2 John
6:00pm Ludy Wedding Rehearsal and Dinner
6:00pm Lights in the Parkway
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Saturday, December 8

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Daniel 81 10; 3 John

1:00pm Ludy Wedding

Sunday, December 9

9:00am Rehearsal for Children's Christmas Program

9:00am Sunday School

10:15am Sunday Worship Service

11:30am Congregational Meeting

12:00pm Daily Time of Prayer Wherever You Are
Daniel 111 12; Jude
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PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
833 Gravel Pike
PO Box 66
Palm PA 18070
Office Phone: 215 — 679 — 5321
Fax: 215 — 679 — 2650
Pastor Nick’s Ce+3d69iPhone: (267

Sunday School 9:00 a.m. Worship Service 10:15 a.m.

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com
Church Administrator E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net
Church Office Email: palmschwenkfelder@comcast.net
P a s t omail:alrEpastor@comcast.net

Copyright License Number: 1433223

Serving You at PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Ministers: All Church Members

Pastor: Rev. Nicholas Pence

Director of Music: Ed Bieler

Junior Bells: Beth Croll

Senior Bells: Joanne and David Luz

Organist: Peg Jacob

Church Administrator: J. Daniel Ferry

Youth Director: Barbara Master

Sexton: Kevin Master 484 — 358 — 1684

Greeter: Beth Croll

Ushers: Gregg Hoffman, Owen Hoffman, Scott Kriebel, Matthew Wright
Prayer Chain: Nancy Hoffman

The Call to Worship and the Prayer of Confession are both reprinted
by permission of United Church Press from Gathered by Love by
Lavon Bayler. Copyright 1994 by United Church Press.

The Prayer of Dedication is reprinted by permission of United Church
Press from When We Gather by James G. Kirk. Copyright 2001 by
Geneva Press.
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