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music together officially on 

this date. With June 21st  

falling on a Sunday this year, 

it also presents us with the 

opportunity to offer our 

thanks for the role of music 

in our worship and spiritual 

lives. Events will be held that 

day throughout the Valley, 

all of which are free. Mem-

bers of Palm will be playing 

at the Schwenkfelder Library 

and Heritage Center, Java 

Good Day Café, and the  

 O sing to the Lord  

a new song, 

   for he has done 

marvelous things. 

His right hand 

and his holy arm 

   have gained him victory.  
 

Make a joyful noise to the 

Lord, all the earth; 

   break forth into joyous 

song and sing praises.  

 Sing praises to the Lord 

with the lyre, 

   with the lyre and the sound 

of melody.  

With trumpets and the sound 

of the horn 

   make a joyful noise before 

the King, the Lord. 

(Psalm 98:1, 4-6) 

 

In addition to being  

Father’s Day, and the start 

of Vacation Bible School, 

Sunday, June 21st will 

witness the third  

observance of Make Mu-

sic Upper Perk in the  

Valley. The concept of 

Make Music was begun in 

France with the Fete De 

La Musique and has 

spread around the world. 

There are 700 cities 

throughout the globe  

participating in making 

St. Mark’s Gazebo. You 

can find the full schedule  

hanging up in the church, 

or online at Val-

leyArtScene.wordpress.com, 

and it will also appear in 

the “Town and Country.” 

 

Amazingly, three years 

ago our own Upper Perk  

Valley, along with  

Philadelphia, were the 

first sites in the entire 

state of Pennsylvania to 

get a Make Music event 

up and running. As a 

community we give great 

thanks to Susan Royer 

and Cathy Sweeney, for 

their passion and  

commitment to the gift of 

music in our lives and 

getting Make Music  

Upper Perk rolling. 

 

May we all join the 

Psalmist in singing a new 

song to the Lord, making 

a joyful noise, and singing 

praises to the God who 

has redeemed our lives, 

not just on June 21st, but 

every day. 

The concept of 
Make Music was 
begun in France 
with the Fete De 
La Musique and 

has spread 
around the 

world…(with) 
700 cities 

around the 
globe  

participating. 

Pastor’s Pause—Making Music Together 
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Y O U T H  N E W S 
June Birthdays  

A Very Happy Birthday to... 

Margo May (6/29), Danielle Manley (7/18), Shaelyn Korn (7/25) 
  

           Please notify the church office if someone has been missed or if a date is incorrect. 

    Acts of Kindness 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men” Matthew 4:19 
We finished up another Sunday school year recognizing kids acting kind.  Thank you for your 
continued help with this mission.  It is good for us to show the kids that we appreciate their 
efforts in making good choices.   A drawing will be held during the Sunday school closing 
program for all children who have completed a fish card.  

Thank you, Music Ministry and Choir for helping out in May! 

  Youth Sunday 
The Confirmation class has done a wonderful job planning the Youth Sun-

day worship service for June 7th.  As part of their project, they are visiting 

Animals in Distress to learn about the organization.  For all other Sunday 

school students who will be participating in the service, there will be a prac-

tice on Saturday, June 6th at 2:00pm and a practice at 9:00am on Sunday, 

June 7th before worship. 

  Church Picnic 
To help us celebrate another wonderful year of growing together in faith, Congregation, 
please join us after worship on June 14th for a picnic.  The Board of Christian Education 
will provide hot dogs and drinks.  Everyone is invited to bring sides, snacks, or desserts.    
 

Thank you to everyone who was involved throughout the Sunday school year in the 
many different ways that helped to keep our programs running.  
  

Ruth 2:12 “May the Lord reward you for your deeds, and may you have a full reward from the Lord, the 
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come for refuge!”    

         Children’s Church 

The last children’s church will be held on June 14th.  Thank you to the volunteers who helped to make children’s 

church possible.  Thank you to everyone who donated snacks for the children to enjoy.  We look forward to 

starting up again in September.  We are always in need of more volunteers to lead children’s church.  If you are 

18 or older and you may be interested in helping, please write your name and phone number on the sheet posted 

outside of the office and someone from the Board of Christian Education will get in contact with you.       
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                     Camp Discovery ~ Vacation Bible School 
                  We love because He first loved us.  1 John 4:19 
Journey down the trails of Camp Discovery and step out in faith!  Explore 

Bible truths that point to Jesus, our True North. Kids discover that God has 
a plan and a purpose for us.  He calls us to serve our neighbors.  Join us on Sunday, June 21st thru 

Thursday, June 25th 6:15—8:30pm.  Registration is on Sunday, June 21st at 6:00pm or you may pre-register 
by filling out a form and palcing it on the VBS table in the narthex.  Our program is for ages 4 years through 

5th grade.  Older youth volunteers are welcomed to help.     

Camp Discovery 
 
VBS Registration Form 
Palm Schwenkfelder Church 
Sunday June 21st - Thursday June 25th, 2015 
6:15pm to 8:30pm 
Age 4 years thru 5th Grade 
 

Child’s Name _________________________________________ 
Age ____________ Current Grade_______________________ 
Child’s Name__________________________________________ 
Age____________ Current Grade________________________ 
Mother’s Name________________________________________ 
Father’s Name__________________________________________ 
Phone Number________________________________________ 
Email___________________________________________________ 
Home Address_________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
Medical Concerns or Allergies________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
Emergency Contact: 
Name__________________________________________________ 
Relationship to Child_________________________________ 
Phone__________________________________________________ 
Child’s Physician Name & Phone 
__________________________________________________________ 
Please check all that apply: 
-------yes, my child will perform at church 
-------yes, I would like to help during VBS week 
-------yes, I can donate items for VBS 

Camp Discovery  

Friday Night 

Family Camp Out 
The fun continues on Saturday,  

June 27th, with a family camp out in the 

church grove starting at 7:00pm   

A parent must attend with their child/

children.  Bring your own tent and  

sleeping bags.  Let us know if you need to 

borrow a tent. 

Salford Pilgrimage 
On Sunday, June 7th, Join our Schwenk-
felder churches at the historic Salford 
Meeting house in Harleysville for  
worship and a hymn sing at 6:00pm.  All 
are welcome to stay for ice cream  
afterwards :-) If you are interested in  
attending, please 
write your name 
and phone number 
on the designated 
sheet outside of 
the church office. 

End of Year Sunday School Program  
 

There will be a combined Sunday school program on Sunday, June 14th at 9:00am in the  
Social Hall.  Please join us for awards and fellowship. 



Page 4 

  PALM LEAVES  



Page 5 

VOLUME 5,  ISSUE 5  



 

Siegfried Knörrlich, School 

Teacher and Music Director 

in Pre-World War II 

Harpersdorf, assembled a 

chronology of Harpersdorf, 

parts of which are adapted 

and reprinted here. 

 

1206—Harpersdorf is mentioned for 

the first time in a document. 

 

1484—The first bells for the church 

were cast. 

 

1489—Caspar Schwenckfeld was 

born in Ossig. 

 

1524—The Reformation was intro-

duced to Harpersdorf. 

 

1529—Caspar Schwenckfeld left 

Silesia for southwestern Germany. 

 

1554—Schwenkfelders began to 

settle in the Harpersdorf area. 

 

1556—A wandering preacher by the 

name of Anton roamed through the 

area preaching Schwenckfeld inspired 

messages. 

 

1561—Caspar Schwenckfeld died in 

Ulm, Germany. 

 

1579—through 1597 Sigismund v. 

Mauschwitz, Lord of Armenruh, perse-

cuted Schwenkfelders. 

1719—Jesuit missionaries Milan and 

Regent arrive in Harpersdorf to convert 

Schwenkfelders to Catholicism. 

 

1721—through 1727 Schwenkfelders 

fled Harpersdorf to Saxony where they 

found refuge in the city of Görlitz and 

on Zinzendorf’s estate in Berthelsdorf. 

 

1724—Baron Otto Conrad von Ho-

hberg, Patron of the Harpersdorf 

church, had a new bell tower erected 

with a family crypt underneath. His 25 

year old son Hans Ernst, who died of 

small pox, was the first to be buried 

in the crypt. 

 

1726—Hardly completed, the new 

tower and the entire church burned 

down. The only thing rescued was the 

baptismal angel, saved from the flames 

by Pastor Neander, who barely escaped 

the fire himself. 

 

1727—Sophia Charlotte von Hohberg, 

the Patroness of the Harpersdorf 

church paid for the restoration of the 

church tower from her own resources. 

The restoration of the entire church 

was complete on September 14, 

1727. The school was rebuilt at the 

same time. 

 

1732—A Catholic chapel was built 

with the fines paid by Schwenkfelders 

for not attending religious instruction. 

 

1733—The Harpersdorf church re-

ceived a new organ with 1400 pipes. 

 

1735—The Manor House in Lower 

Harpersdorf was struck by lightening 

Caspar’s Corner —  Harpersdorf History -1826  

and burned to the ground. 

 

1740—The small bell of the 

Harpersdorf church was recast. Em-

peror Charles VI decreed that all 

Schwenkfelder must renounce their 

errors within a year or leave the 

territory. Their property would go to 

the Catholic Church 

 

1741—After taking over Lower 

Silesia, Friedrich the Great, King of 

Prussia, granted the Schwenkfelders of 

Silesia religious tolerance and invited 

the Schwenkfelders who had fled 

Silesia to return to the homeland, 

promising restoration of their goods 

and property. 

 

1826—The last confessing Schwenk-

felder in Silesia, Melchior Dorn, a 

farmer residing in Harpersdorf, died 

at 73 years, 9 months, and 8 days 

of age on June 24, 1826. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caspar’s Corner is provided 

monthly to The Schwenkfelder 

Church by the Schwenkfelder 

Library & Heritage Center. 
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1721 
through 1727 
Schwenkfelders 
fled Harpersdorf 
to Saxony 
where they 
found refuge in 
the city of 
Görlitz and on 
Zinzendorf’s 
estate in 
Berthelsdorf. 

1554 
Schwenkfelders 
began to settle 
in the  
Harpersdorf 
area. 

Refuge Lutheran Church 

Caspar Kriebel home circa 1714 

Count  Nikolaus Ludvig  
von Zinzindorf 
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Sympathies to… 

 

...the family of Anna Bieler on her passing. 

Address Changes/Updates 

As a service to our members, any address changes that come through the office will now be listed in 
the Palm Leaves.  If you have any information on members who have may have moved, or if any of 
the addresses listed appear to be incorrect, please call the office to let us know.  Thank You. 

    Elizabeth Pope 
    Teresian House – Room 531 
    200 Washington Avenue Extension 
    Albany, NY  12203 

  Relay For Life 
 
Our 2015 Relay for Life Team members extend their deepest appre-
ciation to the congregation and friends of  the church who contrib-

uted throughout the year to our fundraising projects.  Many lives were touched by your generous 
gifts to the American Cancer Society.  THANK YOU! 
 
We also gratefully acknowledge the following for their contributions of  prizes and donations for 
our “Gift Card Super Raffle:”  Lil & Walt Master, Ed & Kathy Bieler, ABE Maintenance, Kevin 
& Barb Master, Dave & Carol Woodward, Tom & Tammy Long, The Palm Ladies’ Aid Society, 
Doug Wallinger & Diane Koenig, Blake & Brent Master, Friends of  the Relay Team, Lee Schultz, 
Brian & Renee Shelly, Frank & Ethel Soffa (In Memory of  Jim Kresge), The Badman Family, 
Lawrence Croll, Harry & Diane Irvin, Jeff  & Bonnie Treichler.  Thank you, eve-
ryone! 
 
A big “Thank You” to the youth of  our church, who designed and created a 
“Waving Goodbye to Cancer” banner for the day of  the Relay event.  Palm’s team 
walked proudly behind the banner during our team parade. 

M E M B E R  N E W S 
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        Mark Your Calendars! 
         The Men of Palm 
   Chicken BBQ 
      is coming! 

Join us on Saturday, June 13th from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. for the best chicken BBQ east 
of the Mississippi!  You won’t want to miss this finger lickin’ good time! Please contact 
a member of the Men of Palm for tickets, or see Dan in the office.  And if you’d like to 

help out with the chicken BBQ, contact Tom Long at (267) 307-3512.  

Wednesday, June 10th, Noon 

Rev. Abraham Blumer: Colonial Pastor and Patriot 
Presented by Edward E. Quinter  

June 10, 2015 at Noon 

Come to the Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center on Wednesday, June 10th, for a presenta-

tion by Edward E. Quinter.  This slide lecture will focus on the fascinating life of Abraham Blumer, 

a learned and influential Swiss Reformed minister in the Allentown area. The presentation will be 

an intimate look at Blumer through his extensive personal correspondence and other existing re-

cords. 
  

 

Wednesday, July 8th, Noon 

My Homeland 
Presented by Claudia Skrocki  

July 8, 2015 at Noon 
Claudia was our Polish-English translator during the 2014 Heritage 

Tour. She will show lots of photos as she introduces us to family and 

friends in her two hometowns - Twardocice, Poland , and Dresden, 

Germany - and tells about her life in these two countries. 

S L H C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S 

VBS Special Summer Music 
 

The VBS kids and helpers will sing the VBS songs 

for the congregation on Sunday, June 28th at the 

worship service.  Come out to enjoy listening to lively faithful songs! 
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Flowers and  

Bulletins 

There are several upcoming dates open for 
sponsorship of our Sunday flowers and bulle-
tins.  Dates available for flower sponsorship 
on: 

 August 2nd, September 6th, October 4th 
 and 11th  

We have openings for bulletin sponsorships 
on: 

June 14th and 21st; August 9th and 16th, 
 September 6th, October 11th  

The cost for flower sponsorship is $50, and the 
cost for bulletin sponsorship is $15.00.   
Please sign up on the chart in the hallway out-
side of the office.  Make checks 
payable to “Palm Schwenkfelder 
Church,” with the notation of 
“flowers” or “bulletins,” and place 
in the office lock box or offering 
plate prior to or on the date of 
your sponsorship. 
Thanks for your support! 

 After many phone calls and  

conversations, the Board of Trustees is 

pleased to announce that we have found 

a company to repair and service the 

Church’s sound system.  The initial 

work was completed in May and has 

made the system much easier to utilize.  

We did not want to buy a whole new 

system, and Tony Hersch, from  

Audiobahn in Pottstown, was able to 

replace broken components and make 

additions to greatly improve our sound 

system. 

 

 New laws that have been passed in the 

State of Pennsylvania are requiring any 

employee or volunteer across the State 

who interacts with children to procure 

new clearances.  This means each  

individual in Church who is involved 

with Sunday School, youth choirs,  

Vacation Bible School, or other youth 

events must obtain new clearances. 

The Board of Christian Education, the  

Moderator, Pastor, and Church  

Administrator are working on plans for 

undertaking this requirement.  Please be 

patient and understanding as we work 

through these new regulations.  

Thank You. 

100th Anniversary Book 
 

"The Building of  Palm Schwenkfelder 

Church"  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This special anniversary book is available in the 
church office for $12.00.  The book, edited by Anne 
Goda and designed by Robin Hepler, uses the pic-
tures taken by Oscar Schultz during the construc-
tion along with the lecture he created in 1931, to 
produce a very readable narrative of the how Palm 
Church was built.  The pictures are absolutely fan-
tastic and shouldn't be missed.  The book is avail-
able from our church Administrator Dan Ferry 
during normal office hours - get your copy now! 

T R U S T E E S ’  T I D B I T S 
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 Turn left out of the church parking lot and head east on PA 29S/Gravel Pike. 
 After approximately 1.8 miles you will come to a light at Kraussdale Road. 
 Turn left onto Kraussdale Road. 
 In approximately 1 mile you will see a sign for Kraussdale Meetinghouse. 
 The entrance to the parking area will be on your right  

 Turn left out of the Church parking lot and head east on PA 29S/Gravel Pike . 
 After approximately .2 miles turn left onto Station Street. 
 After .8 miles you will come to a “T” intersection. 
 Turn right onto Treichler Road. 
 In .3 miles continue onto Hosensack Road. 
 In .5 miles Hosensack Meetinghouse will be on your left. 
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MISSION MOMENT: 

OUR CHURCH’S WIDER MISSION 

(OCWM) 
 

As an associate member of the United Church of Christ (UCC), Palm Schwenkfelder Church has 
long supported many of the broad-scale community missions set forth by the UCC organization. 
One of these far-reaching mission efforts has been Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM). But, 
what exactly is Our Church’s Wider Mission? Simply, it is the use of congregational gifts to meet 
the mission goals of providing support for local, national, and international community needs. This 
is typically done through participation in the UCC’s “5 for 5” mission offerings, which includes Ba-
sic Support, and four special offerings: One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS), Strengthen the Church, 
Neighbors in Need, and The Christmas Fund. Palm Schwenkfelder’s congregation has been gener-
ous in its gifts to most, or all, of these special collections through the years. In further detail, Basic 
Support provides the funding necessary to support church Conferences and national ministries, in-
cluding wider and local church ministries, justice and witness ministries, and pension boards. For 
OGHS, these gifts are used to address international concerns pertaining to emergency and disaster 
relief efforts, as well as health, education, and agricultural development. Strengthen the Church pro-
vides upstart funding to new churches and those building their congregations; also supported are 
youth ministries, and developing pastoral leadership. The Neighbors in Need offering support jus-
tice, advocacy, and compassion through Justice and Witness ministries across the United States, 
and this includes the Council of American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Lastly, The Christmas Fund 
supplements pension and health premium funding for low-income retired church workers and 
clergy. Further to the cause, as a member church of the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference (PSEC), 
these gifts work within the organization to support churches engaging in a pastoral candidate 
search, offering workshops on various topics, providing grants for students attending seminary, as 
well as training local churches in financial issues and supporting the efforts of the offices of the 
PSEC. It is through these gifts, and the missions identified to deliver these gifts, that as a congrega-
tion of God we are able to serve the greater majority. In this day and age, these are our demonstra-
tions of faith and service by exclaiming that “God is still speaking!” The late comedienne Gracie Al-
len gifted the modern world with a profound statement not to be forgotten, “Never place a period 
where God has placed a comma.” 

O u r  C h u r c h ’ s  W i d e r  M i s s i o n 

Summer is right around the corner, which means our regular choirs get 

a break.  Summer special music for Sunday worship services is being  

scheduled.  If you know of anyone who would be willing to share their 

musical talent, please speak to anyone on the music committee,  

or sign up on the sheet outside the office. 

S u m m e r  M u s i c 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

833 Gravel Pike 

P.O. Box 66 

PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH 

Administrator/Office Phone: 215-679-5321 

Fax: 215-679-2650 

E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net 

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com 

SAVE THE DATE! 

June 7th  — Youth Sunday 

June 13th  — Men of Palm Chicken Barbecue 

June 21st  — Kraussdale Meetinghouse Service 

June 21st  — Vacation Bible School Begins 

June 25th — Vacation Bible School Ends 

June 26th  

 to July 2nd— Pastor Nick Attending UCC 

    General Synod 

July 19th — Hosensack Meetinghouse Service 

Dated  Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

Rev. Nicholas L. Pence, Pastor 
Rev. Ronald Krick, Pastor Emeritus 

Barbara Master, Youth Director 
Dan Ferry, Church Administrator 

Kevin Master, Sexton 
Ed Bieler, Director of Music 

Peg Jacob, Organist 


