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Church in Wittenberg, 

crystallizing the start of the 

Protestant Reformation. 

The document, criticizing 

the practice of indulgences 

within Catholicism, as-

serted two primary doc-

trines, that the Bible is the 

central guide for religious 

life and church structure, 

and that we are justified 

only by our faith in Jesus 

Christ. 500 years later, 

churches of the Upper Perk 

Valley are joining together 

in celebration of the con-

tinued impact of these for-

mative years for our re-

spective denominations. 

Palm Schwenkfelder 

But now, irre-

spective of 

law, the right-

eousness of 

God has been 

disclosed, and 

is attested by 

the law and 

the prophets, the righteous-

ness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who 

believe. For there is no dis-

tinction, since all have 

sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God; they are now 

justified by his grace as a 

gift, through the redemption 

that is in Christ Jesus, 

whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by 

his blood, effective through 

faith. He did this to show 

his righteousness, because 

in his divine forbearance he 

had passed over the sins 

previously committed; it 

was to prove at the present 

time that he himself is right-

eous and that he justifies 

the one who has faith in 

Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26) 

October 31, 1517, Mar-

tin Luther nailed the 95 

Theses to the door of Castle 

Church is delighted to be 

joining in partnership 

with our brothers and 

sisters in Christ through 

the Upper Perk Valley for 

times of service and wor-

ship leading up to the 

500th Anniversary. 

We begin with a ser-

vice of Christian Unity 

hosted at St. Mark’s Lu-

theran Church on January 

15th at 2:00 pm. Father 

Ron Case from St. Philip 

Neri will be our guest 

preacher for the day. 

Saturday, February 

11th, will be our Day of 

Service starting with a 

brief worship service at 

St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church, Red Hill at 12:30 

pm and then spreading 

throughout our commu-

nity with service opportu-

nities, including assem-

bling 

meals for 

Stop Hun-

ger Now. 

  

(Continued 

on  

Page  7) 

Pastor’s Pause—Reformed and Still Reforming: 
Celebrating 500 Years 

October 31, 1517, 

Martin Luther 

nailed the 95  

Theses to the door 

of Castle Church 

in Wittenberg, 

crystallizing the 

start of the  

Protestant  

Reformation.  



Page 2 

  PALM LEAVES  

Y O U T H  N E W S 
       January Youth Birthdays 

    A Very Happy Birthday to… 

     Lily Hoffman (1/4), Ian Ross (1/5), LJ Morasco (1/14), 

    Dillon Reinert (1/15), Johanna Kinsler (1/25) 

     February Youth Birthdays 

Andrew Pence (2/4), Stacey May (2/6), Samuel Pusey (2/26) 

Please notify the church office if someone has been missed or if a date is incorrect. 

2 0 1 6 / 2 0 1 7  C o n f i r m a t i o n  C l a s s  a n d  T h e i r  M e n t o r s 

Jonas Kinsler and Dick Guldin 

Margo May and Karen Schultz 

Hans Muse and Brian Shelly 

Nicholas Pence and Jeffrey Stauffer 

Selia Werth and Renee Shelly 

  

Thanks to the Mentors for sharing their time and experiences with our  

Confirmands on their spiritual journey this year.  God bless each one. 

Thanks also to the planning committee: Luanne Stauffer, Jean Ross, 

and Pastor Nick Pence. 

In the coming months there will be a family  
bowling night, and a youth movie night.  Keep an eye 

on the upcoming Palm Leaves and  
Sunday bulletins for information and dates. 

U p c o m i n g  Y o u t h  E v e n t s 
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M E M B E R  N E W S 

Annual Report  
 

It’s that time of year again.  Well, Christmas and New Year’s, sure, but I mean Annual 
Report time.  So, to all department heads, committee chairs, and church leaders, I 

humbly request that you submit any and all information to be included in the Annual 
report by January 10th, 2017.  If possible, please email your information to the church 

office.  And if you have any questions, please direct those inquiries to Joanne Luz. 

It’s “that” season again; when snow, sleet, ice, wintry mix 
(whatever that is), and just plain old lousy weather can make 

getting to church difficult, or even dangerous.  So, In the 
event of said crappy weather, please use the following media 

sources to find out if any events at the church have been 
postponed or cancelled. 

 

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com   WFMZ-TV Channel 69    www.WFMZ.com  
  

       www.facebook.com/palmschwenkfelderchurch   

Sympathies to…      

              Congratulations to…  

...the family of Helen Miller  

 

          ...to Ryan and Rebecca (nee Callodonato) Himmelwright 

             on their marriage

   

Childrens’ Christmas Program 
 Photos by Lee Schultz 
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One of the treasures 

of the Schwenkfelder  

Library & Heritage  

Center is a 1556 portrait 

of Caspar Schwenckfeld 

for which he sat five 

years before his death in 

1561.  The story of how 

this portrait came into the 

Heritage Center collec-

tion and the story of the 

portrait itself is the theme 

for this Caspar’s Corner 

three part series. 

In 1905, Dr. Boehme 

of the University of 

Bonn, Germany, sent a 

handful of his 

Reformation students to 

Wolfenbüttel to talk to 

Dr. Hartranft, Dr. John-

son, and the other  

members of the Corpus 

Schwenckfeldianorum 

staff in order that they 

might gain some first-

hand information on  

Caspar Schwenckfeld.  

Eight years later, in  

November, 1913, one of 

these students, Adolf 

Wessler, a Vicar in the 

Lutheran Church, while 

visiting the small village 

of Beyharting, made the 

acquaintance of physician 

Dr. Hans Krauss.  At his 

home Wessler saw an oil 

portrait of Caspar 

Schwenckfeld and with 

an amazing amount of 

foresight contacted Dr. 

Elmer E.S. Johnson about 

this discovery. Dr. John-

son noted in his diary 

some time later “…that 

Krauss did not know who 

the person was repre-

sented by the portrait.” 

Correspondence between 

Dr. Krauss and Dr. John-

son began shortly after 

and a photograph of the 

portrait was sent to Dr. 

Johnson. 

In May of 1914, Dr. 

Johnson and Selina 

Gerhard found them-

selves traveling near Mu-

nich on Corpus business.  

On Saturday, May 23, 

Dr. Johnson makes the 

following entry in his di-

ary: 

…took an auto to 

Beyharting to see Dr. 

Hans Krauss the pre-

sent owner of the 

Schwenckfeld por-

trait.  We were re-

ceived by Mrs. Krauss 

and later Dr. Krauss 

himself appeared and 

then produced the 

Schwenckfeld por-

trait. It is only slightly 

larger than the photo-

graph I got and it is 

painted on wood with 

a number of worm-

holes on the back.  It 

is a very good pic-

ture.  When I ap-

proached him about 

buying it he wanted to 

know what I would 

pay and I responded 

Caspar’s Corner — Schwenckfeld’s Portrait #1 

by saying I would first 

have to know how 

much he wanted for it.  

He said that he would 

have to consult his 

cousin in Augsburg…

After coffee Selina 

and I took leave and 

rode back in our car 

to Bad Aibling where 

we…ordered two 

more prints of the 

C.S. portrait and paid 

5.2 Mks. for them. 

Three days later, May 

26, now in Augsburg, 

they called upon Dr. 

Krauss’ cousin, and Dr. 

Johnson wrote this in his 

diary regarding the visit: 

Hofrat (Court 

Councilor) Dr. 

Schreiber was very 

nice but said he 

would advise him 

(Dr. Krauss) to have 

it valued at the gal-

lery in Munich.  I 

objected because it 

would at once open 

competition which I 

could not enter.  But 

the Hofrat thought I 

need have no fear 

from that quarter.  

He was very nice and 

said he would write 

his Vetter (cousin) to 

sell it to the 

Schwenkfelders in 

preference to a mu-

seum here where it 

could have little in-

terest. 
 

(Cont. next page) 
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(The Court 
Councilor) was 
very nice and 
said he would 

write his Vetter 
(cousin) to sell 

it to the 
Schwenkfelder
s in preference 

to a museum 
here where it 

could have 
little interest 

One of the 
treasurers of 
the  
Schwenkfelder 
Library &  
Heritage  
Center is a 
1556 portrait 
of  
Caspar 
Schwenckfeld 
for which he 
sat five years 
before his 
death in 1561.   
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By August, 1914, Dr. Krauss had the por-

trait appraised at a value of 3000 Marks and 

was willing to accept 1000 Marks as a down 

payment.   

But this was too high a price for Dr. 

Johnson and he said no.  In September, Dr. 

Krauss had reduced his price to 2000 Marks 

and noted that by receiving this sum, old 

Schwenckfeld would in this manner – 353 

years after his death – do the fatherland a ser-

vice.  Krauss also stated at this time that he 

had stored the portrait in a vault in Augsburg. 

But by this time, WWI had broken out 

and all the world, it seems, was focused on 

other things, as was Dr. Johnson and Dr. 

Krauss.  Occasional correspondence contin-

ued for several years, but the portrait re-

mained in Dr. Krauss’ possession. 

Next month we’ll learn about a copy 

which was commissioned and the eventual 

purchase of the Schwenckfeld portrait. 

 
 

Caspar’s Corner is provided monthly to The Schwenkfelder 
Church by the Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center. 

C a s p a r ’ s 
C o r n e r   ( C o n t . ) 

Installation of 
Officers 

On January 8th, during the worship 
service, we will have the installation 
of all new officers.  Please greet and 
congratulate the new officers at the reception in the 
Adult Sunday School room after the installation. 

( P a s t o r ’ s  P a u s e  C o n t . ) 

During the Lenten season, 

Palm will again be sharing in the 

combined services Wednesday 

Evening with a Reformation 

focus. Palm will host the service 

March 29th at 7:00 pm address-

ing the theme of Baptism. 

 

May 25th, promises to be an 

uplifting experience, as we host 

a community Ascension Day 

Service here at Palm Schwenk-

felder Church, starting at 6:00 

pm and ending with a brief clos-

ing worship nearing dusk. 

 

Sunday, August 27th, partici-

pating congregations will be 

joining together in worship at 

New Goshenhoppen Park for a 

10:30 service. We are planning 

on having a combined band so 

please bring your instruments 

along. 

 

Our 500th Reformation An-

niversary concludes on Sunday, 

October 29th, 3:00 pm at St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Sum-

neytown. Our keynote speaker 

will be Dr. Lee Barrett, Profes-

sor of Theology at Lancaster 

Theological Seminary. And if 

you are wondering, Dr. Barrett 

was indeed my theology profes-

sor while in Seminary! 

Our unity was established in 

Jesus Christ who prayed “that 

they may all be one.” As we 

continue to awaken to the reality 

of that unity and the Spirit at 

work bringing about the contin-

ued Reformation of Christ’s 

Church, may we all faithfully 

join together as a community to 

celebrate. 

Therefore, since we are 

justified by faith, we have 

peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have  

obtained access to this 

grace in which we stand; 

and we boast in our hope of 

sharing the glory of God. 

And not only that, but we 

also boast in our sufferings, 

knowing that suffering  

produces endurance, and 

endurance produces char-

acter, and character pro-

duces hope, and hope does 

not disappoint us, because 

God’s love has been poured 

into our hearts through the 

Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us. (Romans 5:1-5) 
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S L H C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  

At the Schwenkfelder Library and Heritage Center 
 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 noon 
Early Roofing Practices among the Pennsylvania 

Germans 

Presented by Bob Wood 
During the 18th century, roofs on Pennsylvania German 

buildings were shingled, tiled, or thatched. Learn the advantages of each 

kind of roofing and how it was applied. Thatched roofing seems to have 

been more popular than you might think. 
 

   

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 noon 
History of the Town and Country Newspaper 

Presented by Larry Roeder 
The Town and Country newspaper has a long history, being published in 

Pennsburg since April 8, 1899. A review of the first issue by the Philadelphia 

Press on Tuesday, April 4, 1899, states: "Town and Country is a new weekly 
paper that has made its bow at Pennsburg, Montgomery County. It is an 

eight-page, newsy and neatly-printed publication issued by Messrs. Charles 
Q. Hillegas and Robert L. Singer." Current Publisher/Editor Larry Roeder will 

discuss how the newspaper has changed over its 117 years. 

 

A congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, February 19th, 
immediately following the worship service.  At this meeting the  

Trustees will present the Annual Report for 2016. 
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Altar  

Flowers and  

Bulletins 

The Deacons would like to thank the 
members of Palm for sponsoring  

bulletins and real flowers throughout 
2016!  Everyone who did sponsor, 

please remember that bulletin  
sponsorships are $15, 

flower sponsorships are 
$50, and the flowers are 
yours to keep after the 
service.  The new 2017 
chart is in the hallway 

outside of the of-
fice.  And, thanks! 

Valentine’s Day Wishes  
Please prepare valentine cards or treats for 
the church members listed below. You may 
make your own cards, or use store bought 
cards. Place the cards in the Valentines box 
in the Narthex by February 5th.  
The valentines will be delivered  

   (in some cases mailed) in time for Valentine’s Day, February 14th . 
 

Verna Badman    Grace & Edmund Kuhns 
Grace Beard     Meg Lester 
Lucille Berky     Virginia Longacre 
Kylene Bertoia Hart    Clyde Masemore 
Perma Bower     Helen Pannepacker 
Ray & Carmen Davis   Beverly Phifer 
Edward Fegely    Betty Pope  
Marion Fox    Margaret Schultz 
Alyssa Guldin    Schwoyer Family 
Alvera Heffner    Carol Shafer 
Heinz & Mary Jane Herrmann  Bill & Jane Shermer 
Gladys Hoffman    Dorothy Trumbauer 
Payton Keyser    Adam Walter  
Pauline Kloenne    Gene Wilcox 

Erma Kriebel     

100th Anniversary Book 
 

"The Building of  Palm Schwenkfelder Church"  

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

This special anniversary book is still available in the church office 
for $12.00.  The book, edited by Anne Goda and designed by Robin 
Hepler, uses the pictures taken by Oscar Schultz during the con-
struction along with the lecture he created in 1931, to produce a 
very readable narrative of the how Palm Church was built.  The 
pictures are absolutely fantastic and shouldn't be missed.  The 

book is available from our church Administrator Dan Ferry during 
normal office hours - get your copy now! 
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Ladies’ Aid Epiphany Party will be held on January 10, 2017 at 

12:00 noon beginning with a covered dish luncheon. Along with a 

variety of many delicious foods, we will be collecting monetary dona-

tions for Open Link and featuring a guest speaker from Philly Cure 

HD.  Philly Cure HD is a local charitable organization that works to 

raise funds and awareness in supporting individuals and families affected by 

Huntington’s disease. This special event is open to all so please make plans to 

join us!  It will be a fun and informative afternoon! (And don’t forget to bring 

something yummy to share)   Monthly Ladies’ Aid business meeting will follow the 

guest speaker. 

Open to  A l l  Epiphany Party  Covered Dish Lunch  

Palm is Hosting the First Monday Community Meal  

at Pennsburg UCC on March 6, 2017 
 

The Deacons at Palm Church are sponsoring a free community meal at 
Pennsburg UCC on Monday, March 6th.  We will provide, prepare and serve dinner.  Last year 

was a success with serving ham, so it was decided to serve ham again. Volunteers are needed: 6 
people to cook and prepare the meal between 3:00 – 6:00pm, and 8-10 people to help serve, 
box up leftovers and cleanup from 5:45-7:45pm.  Monetary donations and 

food donations will be needed.  A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Narthex 
at a later date.    If you would like to help cook or serve the meal on March 6th, 
or make a monetary or food donation, please see Kevin or Barb Master.  Youth 

are welcome to help! 

Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

 Ladies’ Aid will be selling soup after the worship service on February 5th. So 

whether you’re a football fan or not, please plan on purchasing some delicious 

soup for lunch!  

“Change Our Hearts” Offering 
 

In conjunction with the First Monday Community Meal 
that Palm will be hosting on March 6th, we will be having a 

special change offering during the months of February and March to help offset the costs 
of this meal.  So during these months please remember to bring in all your extra change 

(or bills), for another successful meal!! 



Page 11 

VOLUME 7,  ISSUE 1  

HOLIDAY BAZAAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The annual Ladies’ Aid Holiday Bazaar was held on November 19, 2016.  Once again we 

can report that it was a great success! The bazaar featured many great crafters and vendors, 

great food, great fun and a great crowd of shoppers! 

Many “Thank You” notes are needed-- 

 

 Thank you to the many crafters and vendors who filled the building with a large variety 

      of crafts and holiday gift-giving items! 

 Thank you to Carlin Luz for her wool prep and spinning demonstration! 

 Thank you to all who donated baked goods for our bake sale table! 

 Thank you for the many hands that donated time and financial support for our hand 

      made cookies, candy, pepper cabbage, jellies, red beets, chow-chow, etc. 

 Thank you for all the help in preparing and serving the luncheon food! 

 Thank you to Barb Master and the youth for organizing the “Kids Corner” 

 Thank you to The Boy Scouts for making the hoagies and for helping the vendors and  

      crafters carry the items inside. 

 Thank you to the advertising committee for getting the word out! 

 Thank you to the decorating, set up and clean up committees! 

 Thank you to the Mission Board for bringing in the blood-mobile 

 The Ladies’ Aid would also like to take this opportunity to acknowledge and say  “Thank 

      You” to Shirley Miller. Shirley planned, organized and managed the bazaar for over 20 

       years (thru 2015).  Her efforts and dedication have made the bazaar a huge success and 

       we are so very grateful to her.  

 

I’m sure the list of Thank You notes could go on and on- and if we’ve missed anyone—

Thank you for your help in any way!! 

Looking forward to next year 

 

Palm Ladies’ Aid---Lillian Master—Bazaar Coordinator 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

833 Gravel Pike 

P.O. Box 66 

Palm, PA  18070 

PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH 

Administrator/Office Phone: 215-679-5321 

Fax: 215-679-2650 

E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net 

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com 

SAVE THE DATE! 

January  8th — Installation of Officers 

January  10th  — Ladies’ Aid Lunch and Epiphany Party 

January  15th  — Service of Christian Unity @ St. Mark’s 

February 4th — Troop 79 Banquet & “Lock –In” 

February 5th — Souper Bowl Sunday 

February 11th — Day of Service 

February 19th  — Congregational Meeting 

 

Dated  Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

Rev. Nicholas L. Pence, Pastor 
Barbara Master, Youth Director 

Dan Ferry, Church Administrator 
Kevin Master, Sexton 

Ed Bieler, Director of Music 
Peg Jacob, Organist 


