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Pastor’s Pause—Let There Be Christmas

When does it actu-
ally feel like Christmas
to you? I’m sure for
some it happens much
earlier than me, as you
are decorating, shopping
or preparing for family
and friends to visit. For
me, time and again,
Christmas happens as we
near the conclusion of
the Christmas Eve ser-
vice here at Palm, as the
light of Christ is shared
throughout the sanctu-
ary. [ would like to in-
vite you for a moment to
reflect upon what it is
the makes you most feel
like it is Christmas, and
also invite you to Christ-
mas Eve at Palm
Schwenkfelder Church.

Sunday, December
24™ at 7:30 pm Palm
Schwenkfelder Church
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will share Let There Be
Christmas: A Cantata by
Joseph Martin (Shawnee
Press, 2015) during our
Christmas Eve candle
lighting service. This can-
tata incorporates Scripture
narrations, congregational
singing, and choir anthems
as we celebrate the birth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

In his foreword Joseph
Martin writes:

In one great cres-
cendo of purpose, the sea-
son of Christmas sweeps
us into its arms with an
unfettered flourish of fes-
tivity. The glare of this
explosion of activity often
overshadows the fragile
light that is the spiritual
center of this sacred time.
Simply, and with unex-
pected gentleness, Bethle-

hem’s star flickers to life
a candle in the winter
wind just when the night
is longest. It kindles in
the open heart a deep
hope that warms and
illuminates. It is by this
dancing light of promise
we discover the miracle
of the season. Embold-
ened, we are drawn
closer to the manger. By
this candle of faith we see
the Child of God,
wrapped in the simple,
the Creator embraced
and held by His own crea-
tion. It is this glorious
impossible that pro-
claims,

(Continued on p. 7)
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Journey to Advent—Fellowship Dinner .
Sunday, December 3™ is the first Sunday of Advent, and we will be
having a fellowship soup and salad dinner. After dinner, adults will &% {1; .
be led in a devotional time in the Sanctuary while youth enjoy an Sty

activity to learn about advent. We will wrap up our fime fogether with cookies
and coffee/hot chocolate. Please sign up in the narthex if you would like to
attend. If you are able to bring a dinner item, please sign up for that as well.

Sunday School Christmas Party
On Sunday, December 24™ join us during the Sunday School hour for a
Youth combined Sunday school Christmas party, celebrating the birth of
Jesus!
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(Please note, there will be no Youth Sunday School class on Sunday, December 31st)
Rehearsal Schedule for Children's Christmas Program

During the Sunday School hour on Sunday, December 3™, December 10™, & December 17™;
Saturday, December 16™ from 9:00am to 11:30am

December Youth Birthdays

an .i
&& A Very Happy Birthday to...

\ Drew Colvin (12/21) Jonas Kinsler (12/30) |anpy I.illlﬂﬂﬂl:i‘,l'

Please notify the church office if someone has been missed or if a date is incorrect.

Confirmation Class Confirmands and Mentors

Christmas Party and Luncheon
There will be a Christmas Party and Luncheon sponsored by the Board of Christian
Education and the Mentor Committee on Sunday, December 17%". The party begins at
approximately 12:00 p.m., inmediately after the Childrens’ Christmas Program. After
lunch, we will discuss your Faith Journey timelines. Please be sure
to have them completed by this time. The event concludes around
1:30 p.m. If youare UNABLE to attend, please notify your
confirmand /mentor, and also notify the church office.
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Christmas Eve Cantata
Christmas Eve Service of Carols, Scripture and Candlelight

On Sunday, December 24™, at 7:30 pm we will gather in
worship to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. This
night of nights culminates the weeks of Advent Anticipation as
we wait in hope, peace, love, and joy, and prepare our hearts
to once again receive the greatest gift the world has ever
known. This year our worship will feature Joseph M. Martin’s
Let There Be Christmas.
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Sympathies to... Congratulations to... 3
The family of Jane Shermer Ryan Morris & Jenny Luft on the birth | - | ‘#' :
. ; . of their son, Levi Jarren Morris {1’ W
\ Bob & Gail Brown on the passing of =y =
Bob’s mother, Betty Serff e

V

'-'\--_\_' J

P

' Congratulations to... Welcome to our

Adrienne & Rick Rivas new members... '{f
on the consecration Linda Fowler
‘___ i of their son, Carter Harriet Hein 1V E'|HI|1'r:

Photos by Lee Schultz
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Pics by Lee Schultz

Cookic

F lection Dag Mal(mg i
Bake Sale
Flowers and Upcoming Due
Bulletins Dates
The Deacons would like to thank the members of Palm for Books for
sponsoring bulletins and real flowers throughout 2017! Audliting —

Everyone who did sponsor, please remember that bulletin
sponsorships are $15, flower sponsorships are $50, and
the flowers are yours to keep after the service. The new 2018 chart

. N

is in the hallway outside of the office. And, thanks!

due to the Church Office by
January 16, 2018

Reports for Annual Report —
due to the Church
Administrator by
January 9, 2018

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENETE
CHRISTMAS MARKET: A HERITAGE CENTER TRADITION

The Hentage Center once again invites
everyone for Chnsmas Market, our
special event to be held this year on
Sanrday and Sunday, December 2 and
3. We share this fim weekend with the
Goschenhoppen Histonans m  Green
Lane and the Mennomte Hentage Center n
Harleysville. The event 15 free at each site.
At the Hentage Center you'll find
owr fabulous Chnstmas boutique. chock-full of gmits
and hobiday décor, includmg many wmmsual items you
won 't find anywhere else! We always have cookies at
the ready mml.f}ww:ﬂihﬁkmtﬁer Lmda
Brubaker, a member of the William Penn Chapter of
Histoncal Seciety for Early Amencan Decorators and
multi-talented artist will be demonstratmg at the
Hentage Center on December 2.

At the Histonans'
headquarters on route 29 i Green Lane
vou will find one of the most extraordi-
nary bake sales anywhere. The Historians’
hniedlﬂbakemmihaf:uﬂnmfu’}m
holiday get-togethers. Leave the baking to
them! Plus thewr festval craftspecple wall be
sellmg therr wonderful wares m the
Historians™ hall decked out for Chnstmas.

And last but pever least, the Mennomite
Hentage Center on Yoder Foad off Route 113 m
Harleyswille offers thewr traditional craft sale—the
quality and artistry of the work you'll find there 15
bar none. Thewr Fammer's Market, winch met with great
success last year, wall be refurmme. Stock up on debcaous
artisanal foods for all of vour Chnstmas celebratme

All three sites are open 9:30 am — 4:00 pm on Saturday, December 2,
and 12:00 — 4:00 pm on Sunday, December 3.
Don't nuss it!
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Caspar’s Corner—Two Pillars of the Schwenkfelder Church

The editorial of the
February, 1927,

Schwenkfeldian included

these words regarding
two “Pillars” of the
Schwenkfelder Church
who died in the same
year, 1926:

Two strong
pillars of our
denomination
have fallen, in
the deaths of
our brethren,
John H. Schultz
and Amos S.
Anders...

Two strong
pillars of our de-
nomination have
fallen, in the
deaths of our
brethren, John H.
Schultz and Amos
S. Anders, the for-
mer being the
Moderator of the
Denomination and
the latter its Treas-
urer. Truly, “Their
works do follow
them,” and “They
have served their
day and genera-
tion.” These famil-
iar figures in our
conferences and
counsels we took

for granted. That
is, we almost came
to assume that they
were permanent
and indispensable,
for wherever work
was to be done,
there they were
with sympathetic
heart, sane mind
and ready purse.
For them the work
of the Church was
above their busi-
ness. They realized
fundamentally that
serving the Lord is
life's first business.
What a challenge
now to younger
men, to assume the
important duties
that they have left!

Who were these two
Pillars of the Schwenk-
felder church, John H.
Schultz and Amos S. An-
ders? This Caspar’s
Corner looks at these two
“giants” of The
Schwenkfelder Church of
the 1920s and offers in-
spiration for us in our
time as we serve our
churches with faith and
diligence.

Amos S. Anders, of
East Norriton Township,
was born in 1855 in
Worcester to parents
Abraham and Rebecca
(Schultz) Anders. He
married Ada Harding in

1890 and they had one
child, John Harding An-
ders. He was a progres-
sive farmer always inter-
ested in the affairs of the
Schwenkfelder Church.
He grew up and was ac-
tive in the Worcester
Schwenkfelder Church
and Sunday School,
where he served in many
official capacities for
many years including the
organist when an organ
was first placed in the
Sunday School. When
The Schwenkfelder
Church incorporated as a
denomination in 1911, he
was elected Treasurer
and served in that posi-
tion with fidelity and ear-

Amos S.

Anders...was a
progressive farmer
always interested in the
affairs of the
Schwenkfelder Church.
...John H. Schultz ...
was a member of the
Norristown
Schwenkfelder Church,
a teacher of the
Friendly Bible class of
the Sunday School
and...a teacher of the
adult class in the
Worcester
Schwenkfelder Sunday
School.

nestness until his death.
His quiet, pleasing per-
sonality always brought a
benediction to church
meetings. He had a smile
and a pleasant word for
all. During his entire life
he labored zealously for
the Master's Kingdom,
and in discharging the
duties of Treasurer of
The Schwenkfelder
Church, he brought the
same dignity and respect
to the office that per-
vaded his entire life. The
Board of Trustees of The
Schwenkfelder Church
recalled the faithful atten-
dance of Mr. Anders at
its meetings and his ex-
pressions of the desire to
perform the duties of his
office to the satisfaction
of all. His financial state-
ments of the various
funds in his care were
always clear and accu-
rate, and carefully copied
for presentation to the
Secretary.

John H. Schultz was
the son of Andrew and
Magdalena Shultz, born
at Clayton, Berks County
in 1855. He attended
Kutztown State Normal
School and taught school
several years in Hereford
Township. For several
years he "pioneered" in
Florida and homesteaded
a farm. After his return
from Florida, he married

(Continued next page)
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Casper’s Corner
(Cont.)

Ellen Meschter Anders in 1880,
with whom he had eight chil-
dren. Following her death he
married Susanna Schultz in
1916. For 30 years Mr. Schultz
conducted a farm in East Norri-
ton Township and during this
period he was very active in any
enterprise that would be benefi-
cial to the life and welfare of the
community. In 1911 he moved
to Norristown. In 1905 he organ-
ized the Reading Bone Fertilizer
Company and was president un-
til his death. He was a director
of the Penn Trust Company, a
director of the Farmers’ Market,
and for a number of years a
member of the State Board of
Agriculture. All through his life
he took an active part in church
work. He was a member of the
Norristown Schwenkfelder
Church, a teacher of the Friendly
Bible class of the Sunday School
and for many years a teacher of
the adult class in the Worcester
Schwenkfelder Sunday School.
At the time of his death he was
moderator of The Schwenkfelder
Church (elected in 1918) and
president of the board of Home
and Foreign Missions of the
Schwenkfelder Church. He was
also a member of the Board of
Publication of the Schwenk-
felder Church and treasurer of its
various funds. For 20 years he
was a trustee of the Perkiomen
School and a member of the
house committee.

Caspar’s Corner is provided monthly to
The Schwenkfelder Church by the Schwenk-
felder Library & Heritage Center

J

Pastor’s

Let there be SONG...as
a young mother’s lullaby
becomes a symphony of
praise that wakes the
nations.

Let there be FAITH... as
ancient scrolls unfurl to
reveal the living Word of
God.

Let there be HOPE... as
the promise of a Re-
deemer opens like a
scared rose in the soul of
the believer.

Let there be PEACE...
as the Spirit descends
like a Dove with healing
in its wings.

Let there be LOVE... as
the world feels the em-
brace of God’s perfect
light.

Let there be JOY... as
our cup of worship over-
flows with thanksgiving.

Let there be
WONDER... as each
seeker’s eyes reflect a
glory that melts away
doubt and reveals the
treasure of belief.

Let there be GRACE...
and discover the heart of
God.

Let there be
CHRISTMAS... and let the
music of life begin and
never end!

Pause— (Cont.)

As we prepare our
hearts and lives for the
celebration of Christ’s
birth, I also invite you
to prepare your spirit
with a series of daily
Advent readings. Start-
ing Sunday, December
3" through Christmas
Day, take some time to
be in God’s Word.
These will be listed in
our bulletin calendar
with the Daily time of
prayer at noon, but if
that time is not worka-
ble please feel free to
establish your own
moment during the
day.

Dec. 3 Psalm 80:1-7
Dec. 4 Psalm 80:17-19
Dec.5 Isaiah 64:1-9
Dec. 6
1 Corinthians 1:3-9

Dec.7 Mark 13:24-27
Dec.8 Mark 13:28-31
Dec.9 Mark 13:32-37
Dec. 10 lsaiah 40:1-5
Dec. 11 lIsaiah 40:6-11
Dec. 12 Psalm 85:1-2
Dec. 13 Psalm 85:8-13
Dec. 14 2 Peter 3:8-10
Dec. 15

2 Peter 3:10-15a
16 Mark 1:1-8
17 lIsaiah 61:1-4
18 Isaiah 61:8-11
19 Psalm 126

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Dec. 20

1 Thessalonians 5:12-

24

Dec. 21 John 1:1-18
Dec. 22 John 1:19-28
Dec. 23 Luke 1:26-38
Dec. 24 Luke 1:46-55
Dec. 25 Luke 2:1-14

May all of our
Advent Anticipations
prepare us again to
offer our lives in grati-
tude for the greatest
gift the world has ever
known. Let there be
Christmas!
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F . |
Mﬁi Brown Bag Lecture
| .! i with Allen Viehmeyer

[
; Daniel Sudermann:
Connections to Schwenckfeld and Schwenkfelders
Wednesday, December 13th at noon
Presented by Allen Viehmeyer

Daniel Sudermann was about eleven years old when Caspar Schwenckfeld died. Keenly interested in
mysticism, Sudermann first became acquainted with Schwenckfeld’s writings about 1580, and even-
tually played an important role in collecting and saving Schwenckfeld manuscripts. Learn about the
connections between Sudermann, Schwenckfeld, and Schwenkfelders in both Germany and Silesia.

Address Changes/Updates

As a service to our members, any address changes that come through the .
office will now be listed in the Palm Leaves. If you have any
information on members who have may have moved, or if any of the ad-

dresses listed appear to be incorrect, please call the office to let us know.
.5 8 5 . P 3 35 1 ' ' ' ' ' 3 ' ' 3 ' J J/
i

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 10, 2017, immediately
following the worship service to elect our church leadership, approve our budget for 2018, and have
a discussion regarding the Church's Memorial Garden. Along with the copy of the 2017 budget on
the following pages, there will be copies of the budget in the narthex available before the meeting.
Please be sure to attend this important meeting.

Epiphany Party
The Ladies’ Aid Epiphany Party will be held on January 9, 2018 at 12:00
noon beginning with a covered dish luncheon. Please note the date change
from our usual meeting schedule. Along with a variety of many delicious
foods, we will be collecting monetary donations for Open Link. This eventis =
open to all so please make plans to join us! (And don'’t forget to bring some-
thing yummy to share!) Monthly Ladies’ Aid business meeting will follow the

luncheon.
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h Xg te, Palm Schwenkfelder Church
RELAY O Sponsors Luminaries for Christmas Eve
» \E

Every Sunday, from November 26th until December 17, you may contrib-
PAINT YOUR 3 ute $5.00 per line for a luminary to decorate the church driveway on Christmas Eve.
WORLD § _- Al  Your contribution may be made "in honor of" or "in memory of" friends or loved
PURPLE ones. There will be a special insert in the Christmas Eve bulletin acknowledging

- vour gifts. Please order your luminaries at the table located in the Narthex after

worship services or place your order and payment in the office lock-box before
the deadline of Sunday, December I

Please make checks payable to:
PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
Memo: Christmas Eve Luminaries

PLEASE PRINT
Danor’s Name
Phone Number
“In Honor of™
* * .
(?5:5::“ 1.
Rz,
-3
= .
DOLLAR RAISED y
LIFE SAVED
HERD MARE  °
“In Memory of”
L
A
3
4,
5
FIGHT CANCER Total Donation § Check # Cash

|
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Budget Proposal

[ Income |
2016 2017 2017 2018
Actual Budget Projected Budget
Ottering envelopes - Operations 260,588 205,000 184,775 205,000
Organiz. Contrib. - Operations 6,500 5,000 5.000 £,000
Sun Sch Offerings - Operations B850 Boo B67 800
Plate Ofterings - Operations 6,784 7.000 7,685 7,500
Day School Wtility Denation 2,870 2,970 2,970 2,870
Endowrmeant Funds Available . az, 000 - az,o000
Rentals - Church & Hall 1,750 1,000 1,300 1,200
Flowers and Bulletins 2,350 2,500 2,800 3,000
Faith Budgst - 9,644 - 12,394
Pastor Health Insurance Reimbursement 3,252 3,546 3,152 3,695
Music Endowrment 4,614 4,000 - 4,000
Palm Church Endowment Fund
for Operation and Maintenance 49 167 45,000 27,079 45 000
From Electronic Equipment Escrow account
From HVAC repairs escrow account 2,000
Miscellaneous Income 1,294 500 105 SO0
Totals 242117 318,960 245 633 323 059
| Expense ]
2016 2017 2017 2018
Actual Budget Projected Budget
Cur Ministry to the Denomination
General Fund 575 425 425 425
Student Ministry 500 600 600 600
Yeakel Cemetary 500 500 500 500
Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center 2875 3000 3000 3200
Board of Publication 2875 000 3000 3200
PA Council of Churches 690 425 425 425
Lancaster Theological Sem. 200 200 200 200
8215 8150 8150 8550
Our Ministry to the Congregation
Christian Education
Youth Ministry 1696 2000 2004 2000
Sunday School o2 1000 1008 1000
VBS 1306 1200 S00 1000
Confirmation Class 93 300 300 300
Music 4614 4000 3800 4000
Ottaring Envelopes 1859 2000 1849 2000
Diaconate Expenses 802 1200 1200 1200
11172 11700 10761 11500
Our Ministry to the Community
Palm Church Website &0 B0 0 60
60 60 1] 60

i
TREAEuR

RF'EIR

E
s
-

e |

Treasurer Report — October 31, 2017
October
$22,138.14

Starting Operating Cash

On Hand Start of Month/Year

Opero‘rmg Income Received
Opero’nng Expenses
Ending Operating Cash

On Hand 10/31

$31,427.50
$34,411.85

$19,153.79

Year to Date
§ 65,440.30

$212,804.60
$259,091.11

$ 19,153.79
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Budget Proposal

Expense Continued ]

2016 2017 2017 2018
Actual Budget Projected Budget
Payroll Related Expenses
Salaries 128438 126879 126042 130779
Payroll Service 1527 1aco 1881 1800
Health Insurance 22074 23850 24655 25383
Workman's Comp 3080 ER00 2627 2000
Fension - Pastor 17712 176567 17681 18082
Social Security (Employer Share) 10204 a714 Qa7 10005
Trave! & Professional Expenses 1838 1800 1500 1800
Conferences and Seminars 250 500 300 s00
185523 185810 184653 191459
General Operating Expenses
Electricity -(Heat & Light) 13186 16000 13497 16000
Heating Fuel 7855 16000 10372 12000
Property Insurance 8412 B5O0 B748B apon
Repairs & Improvements 11011 12000 10351 12000
HWVAC Maintenance Contract TO08 2600 3467 4000
Contracting Services 22548 22000 21645 22000
DOiftice Supplies 5843 5500 5456 5500
Copier 2602 3500 2872 4000
Telephone 3736 4000 3063 4000
Security Monitoring Fee 306 400 396 400
Water and Sewer 2062 2000 2123 2100
Janitorial Supplies 894 1000 338 750
Flowers and Bulletins 1930 2000 1976 2000
Electronic Equip Upgrade Escrow 1440 1440 1440 1440
HWAC Repair Escrow 2400 H800 5800 5800
Snow Removal 8832 10000 10000 10000
Miscellaneous 295 500 200 500
100600 113240 102742 111490
Total Expenses 305570 318960 306306 323059
Income Minus Expense 36547 0 {60673 [1]

0000000000000 00000 *0000

United Schwenkfelder Choir

87th Annual Concert

Sunday, December 3, 2017
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Central Schwenkfelder Church
Worcester, PA

The United Schwenkfelder Choir will present its 87th annual concert on
Sunday, December 3, 2017. The 80-voice, non-denominational choir, representing membership in
30 churches from Montgomery and Bucks Counties, will perform a program of traditional and
contemporary Christmas music at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at the Central Schwenkfelder Church,
located at 2111 Valley Forge Road (Route 363), Lansdale, just north of Skippack Pike (Route 73).
A free will offering will be taken. For additional information, contact choir president
Dennis Alderfer at 215-393-9974, or www.unitedchoir.org,
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PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH
u:-nmlagn
833 Gravel Pike paid i
P G
P.O. Box 66 Boyertown, PA
Palm, PA 18070

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Administrator/Office Phone: 215-679-5321
Dated Material ' N Fax: 215-679-2650
E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net

Please Do Not Delay www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com

AADE THE DATE!

December 3rd — United Schwenkfelder Choir Concert

— Journey to Advent Dinner "~ Palm
December 10th — Congregational Meeting Scmerelder
December 17th — Childrens’ Christmas Program %I::::,::'m

— Confirmands & Mentors Luncheon ~ =<5

December 24th — Christmas Eve Cantata

Rev. Nicholas L. Pence, Pastor

Barbara Master, Youth Director

Dan Ferry, Church Administrator
Kevin Master, Sexton

Ed Bieler, Director of Music

Peg Jacob, Organist



