
continue to bless us with 

God’s gifts of hope, 

peace, love, and joy. 
 

Wonderful Counselor 
Nov. 27  Isaiah 2:1-5    
Nov. 28   Psalm 122 
Nov. 29 Ephesians 1:11- 
               23 
Nov. 30  Romans 5:1-5 
Dec 1     Romans 13:11-14 
Dec 2     1 Peter 1:3-9  
Dec 3  Matthew 24:36-44 
 

Mighty God 
Dec 4    Isaiah 11:1-10 
Dec 5    Psalm 72:1-7 
Dec 6    Psalm 72:18-19 
Dec 7    Romans 15:4-13 
Dec 8    Matthew 3:1-6 
Dec 9    Matthew 3:7-12 
Dec 10  Isaiah 65:17-25 
 

(Cont. p.7) 

 For a child has been 

born for us, a son given 

to us; 

authority rests upon his 

shoulders; and he is 

named 

Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, 

   Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.  

(Isaiah 9:6) 
 

November 27, 2016, 

begins our Advent  

Journey in the life of 

Palm Schwenkfelder 

Church this year. We 

will be using a choral 

piece for our Advent 

Wreath Lightings for the 

four Sundays of Advent 

by Joel Raney entitled 

Of the Father’s Love, 

(Hope Publishing, 2016). 

The Isaiah passage 

which begins this article is 

the scriptural basis for 

Raney’s piece, and each 

week of Advent we will 

focus on those titles of 

affirmation from the 

prophet: Wonderful  

Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, and 

Prince of Peace. 

During Advent we are 

all invited to prepare our-

selves for the celebration 

of our Savior’s birth, as 

well as make our hearts 

ready for Christ’s Advent 

in our lives and world. As 

part of these preparations I 

encourage you to share in 

these daily Scripture 

readings with me as we 

more fully embrace the 

hope to which we have 

been called. May this 

season of Advent  
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Y O U T H  N E W S 

December Youth Birthdays 

    A Very Happy Birthday to… 
 

Drew Colvin (12/21) Jonas Kinsler (12/30) 
 

Please notify the church office if someone has been missed or if a date is incorrect. 

 

 

 
 

“A Not So Silent Night” 
On Sunday, December 18th the Palm Youth will present this year’s Christmas program 

entitled  A Not So Silent Night.  It’s a Christmas comedy  where the shepherds are on 

trial for “disturbing the peace” when celebrating the birth of Jesus.   
 

Refreshments and Hoagie Sale 
After the Children’s Christmas program on December 18th, join 

us in the Adult Sunday School Room for free cookies and  

refreshments.  And keep your lunch plans open, as the youth 

will be selling hoagies. 

Confirmands and Mentors  

Christmas Party and Luncheon 
There will be a Christmas Party and Luncheon sponsored by the Board of Christian 

Education and the Mentor Committee on Sunday, December 11th.  Snow date is the 

18th.  The party begins at approximately 12:00 p.m., immediately after the special 

church meeting.  After lunch, we will discuss your Faith Journey 

timelines.  Please be sure to have them completed by this time.  

The event concludes around 1:30 p.m.  If you are UNABLE to  

attend, please notify your confirmand /mentor, and also notify the 

church office.    

Confirmation Class 
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Christmas Eve Cantata 
Christmas Eve Service of Carols, Scripture and Candlelight 

 

On Saturday, December 24th, at 7:30 pm we will gather in  

worship to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ.  This 

night of nights culminates the weeks of Advent Anticipation as 

we wait in hope, peace, love, and joy, and prepare our hearts 

to once again receive the greatest gift the world has ever 

known.  This year our worship will feature Joseph M. Martin’s  

Canticles in Candlelight: A Cantata for Christmas.  

We are starting a new feature in our bulletins and newsletter, entitled “Do You 

Know?”  This is a new section where we will list items that will be of interest to both 

members and visitors alike.  If you have any items to add,  

please call or email Dan Ferry in the church office.  Thank you. 

 

 There are greeting cards on the podium as you enter the sanctuary.  
Anyone is invited to sign – you don’t need to be a member of the 

    congregation to add your name to the well wishes. 
 
 Donations of greeting cards to this project are welcomed and needed, 

especially Get Well and Sympathy cards.  Please see Nancy Hoffman with your  
    donations, or place them on the podium shelf. 
 
 LARGE PRINT Bibles are available for use during worship services,  
     located on the table to the left between the front and back sections 
     pews. 
 
 Listening devices are available for those who would like them.  Please 

see an usher to assist you. 

D o  Y o u  K n o w . . . ? 
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 We appreciate the work of the nominating committee in preparing the slate of 
officers for our 12/11/16 Special Congregational Meeting. 

 
 Our Custodians of Building & Grounds have gathered information 

about monument restoration.  Please speak to one of them if you are interested 

in what they have learned. 
 
 We hope you have noticed the recent work done around the church.  In         

particular we hope you have noted the caulking, painting and repointing done 
to the exterior of the church.  Additionally the stone wall around Kraussdale 

Meeting House has been repaired and repointed. 
 
 For those of you are responsible for any aspect of our annual report, please 

start now and submit your report as soon as possible but no later than 
1/10/17. 

Joanne Luz 

T R U S T E E S ’  T I D B I T S 

Palm Leaves  

Delivery 

Please help us save on  

mailing costs by letting us know how 

you would like to receive your  

newsletter.  If you would prefer to 

have your Palm Leaves delivered  

electronically, please send a note to 

Dan:  

palmadministrator@comcast.net .  If 

you would prefer to receive your 

Palm Leaves through the mail, you 

need not do anything.  If your  

household is receiving multiple copies 

through the mail but you would pre-

fer that only one copy be delivered, 

please call Dan and let him know: 

215 – 679 – 5321. 

mailto:palmadministrator@comcast.net


 

The November/

December 1956 

Schwenkfeldian contains 

a number of interesting 

articles of note, among 

them a delightful mission

-message from Rev.  

Harvey K. Heebner, fifty-

year pastor of our Phila-

delphia Schwenkfelder 

Church.  Rev. Heebner 

provides an historic 

framework for presenting 

a taste of the current mis-

sion activities of The 

Home and Foreign Mis-

sion Board of The 

Schwenkfelder Church in 

America.  His report 

shows the breadth and 

depth of a very dynamic 

program of mission ef-

forts of our churches 60 

years ago. 

The year 1956 marks 

the 150th anniversary of 

the beginning of Foreign 

Missions in America. In 

August of the Year 1806, 

five students at Williams 

College in Williamstown, 

Mass., met in a grove for 

meditation and prayer 

concerning the future of 

the world and their part 

in it. A sudden storm 

arose and the downpour 

hurried them into a 

neighboring haystack, 

and there they decided to 

dedicate their lives to 

serve people in foreign 

lands. "We can do it if we 

will," said Samuel Mills, 

the moving spirit of the 

group, and on graduation 

from the college, a few 

years later, in 1810, four 

of the "Brethren," a mis-

sionary society started by 

the Hay-Stack group, ap-

plied for service in the 

foreign field, and this 

challenge and request led 

to the formation in 1812 

of the American Board 

with which we have long 

been associated. This 

same year the first mis-

sionaries from America 

sailed for India. 

Projects of our 

Schwenkfelder Mission 

Board, as discovered and 

reported in our Fall Meet-

ing, September 19 in 

Norristown reveal many 

forms of activity: money 

for lepers; special gifts to 

our missionaries in 

America and beyond; 

help for workers in our 

Southern mountains, at 

Hindman and Lucky Fork 

in Kentucky, Fort Valley, 

Georgia; supplies of Sun-

day School materials for 

the Philippines; clothing 

for Korea; donations to 

the Blind School of Paoli 

and for the 5th Street 

Mission in Philadelphia; 

garments for Christ's 

Home, Warminster and 

Korea; help for the needy 

in our own Church com-

munities, etc. 

The Schwenkfelder 

Mission Board contrib-

utes towards the Far 

Eastern Joint Office of 

the American Board of 

Missions through the Di-

Caspar’s Corner—Schwenkfelder Mission Efforts in 1956 

vision of Foreign Mis-

sions. It serves 47 mis-

sion Boards and Agen-

cies of the U.S. and Can-

ada in Hong Kong, Ko-

rea, China, the Philip-

pines, Formosa, Japan, 

Okinawa and South East 

Asia. The China Bulletin, 

that some of us receive, 

shows that the Church in 

China, is vigorous and 

going ahead.   

Rev. Matias Cuadra 

held an impressive 10th 

Anniversary of his new 

Roosevelt Memorial 

Church in Manila, the 

Philippines, and then by 

letter thanks the 

Schwenkfelders for spon-

soring his education at 

the Pacific School of Re-

ligion, Union Seminary 

and Columbia University. 

He is Bishop of a number 

of Churches in the Is-

lands and is a product 

and disciple of Dr. Frank 

Laubach and his literacy 

work among the Moros in 

Mindanao. Dr. Laubach 

being his proctor, in-

duced him to come to 

America for his educa-

tion. Rev. Pedro Gon-

zalez thanks our churches 

for sending him Sunday 

School supplies for his 

district churches. His 

High School in Min-

danao, has an enrollment 

of 250 this year. 

 

(Continued next page) 
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Projects of our 

Schwenkfelder 

Mission 

Board...reveal 

many forms of 

activity: money for 

lepers; special 

gifts to our 

missionaries in 

America and 

beyond...Sunday 

School materials 

for the Philippines; 

clothing for Korea; 

…(and) help for 

the needy in our 

own Church 

communities, etc 

(Rev. Harvey K. 
Heebner’s) report 
shows the 
breadth and 
depth of a very 
dynamic program 
of mission efforts 
of our churches 
60 years ago. 
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Casper’s Corner (Cont.) 

Rev. Eleanor Wilson, who ad-

dressed a few of our churches this 

year, is back in the Marshall Islands 

and finds it hard to get around 

among the islands without her boat 

Morning Star 6 that sunk in a storm. 

She expects to have another Star 

soon, towards which our Schwenk-

felder Mission Board contributed a 

nice sum. 

Dr. J. Maurice Hohlfeld from 

the Kennedy School of Missions, 

Hartford Seminary Foundation, 

Hartford, Conn., attends our Con-

ferences, gave the Historical Ser-

mon on Sept. 24th at Central, and 

preaches in our churches, thus keep-

ing close contact with our people. 

His department in the Seminary, 

Linguistics, in which he is now a 

full professor, is large and includes 

students from eight denominations, 

trained to teach reading to illiterates 

in their own language, in different 

lands. 
 

Caspar’s Corner is provided monthly to The 

Schwenkfelder Church by the Schwenkfelder 

Library & Heritage Center 

M E M B E R  N E W S  
 

Sympathies to... 
...the family of Richard Gery 
 
             Congratulations to… 
     Josh and Kaitlyn Brandenburg on the birth 

                 of their son Griffin 

Everlasting Father 
Dec 11  
         Isaiah 35:1-7 
Dec 12 
         Isaiah 35:8-10 
Dec 13  
         Luke 1:47-55 
Dec 14 
         James 5:7-10 
Dec 15 
         Psalm 146:5-10 
Dec 16 
         Matthew 11:2-6 
Dec 17 
         Matthew 11:7-11 

Upcoming Due 
Dates 

 
Books for  

Auditing — 
 due to the Church Office by 

 January 15, 2017 
 

 
Reports for Annual Report — 

due to the Church  
Administrator by  
January 10, 2017 

Flowers and  

Bulletins 

The Deacons would like to thank the members of Palm for 
sponsoring bulletins and real flowers throughout 2016!  

Everyone who did sponsor, please remember that bulletin 
sponsorships are $15, flower sponsorships are $50, and 

the flowers are yours to keep after the service.  The new 2017 chart 
is in the hallway outside of the office.  And, thanks! 

P a s t o r ’ s  P a u s e — ( C o n t . )   

Prince of Peace 
Dec 18 
        Isaiah 7:10-16       
Dec 19 
        Psalm 80:1-7 
Dec 20 
       Psalm 80:17-19 
Dec 21 
        Romans 1:1-7 
Dec 22 
       Matthew 1:18-25 
Dec 23 
        Isaiah 62:6-12 

Christmas Eve 
Dec 24 Luke 2:1-20 

 
Christmas Morning 
Dec 25 Isaiah 9:2-7 
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S L H C  L E C T U R E  S E R I E S  

Brown Bag Lecture  

with Allen Viehmeyer 
 

 Schwenkfelder Petitions for Tolerance 

         Presented by Allen Viehmeyer 

    December 14, 2016 noon 

Shortly after the Jesuits began their mission in Harpersdorf to convert the Schwenkfelders to  

Catholicism, representatives traveled to Vienna, Austria, to plead tolerance from Emperor Charles VI 

for their Schwenkfelder faith.  Descendants of these Schwenkfelders as well as Schwenkfelder  

scholars have long wondered what arguments these petitions held to persuade the Emperor to  

terminate the conversion effort.  Searches for the original petitions presented to the Emperor in the 

early 1720s have not brought a single one to light, but copies have been discovered recently in the 

Schwenkfelder Library & Heritage Center.  Come and find out the story of these petitions and what 

arguments they presented. 

Address Changes/Updates 

 
 
 
 
 

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 11, 2016, immediately  
following the worship service to elect our church leadership, approve our budget for 2017, and have 
a discussion regarding the Church's Memorial Garden.  Along with the copy of the 2016 budget on 
the following pages, there will be copies of the budget in the narthex available before the meeting.  

Please be sure to attend this important meeting. 

As a service to our members, any address changes that come through the 
office will now be listed in the Palm Leaves.  If you have any  

information on members who have may have moved, or if any of the ad-
dresses listed appear to be incorrect, please call the office to let us know.  Thank You. 
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Treasurer Report — October 31, 2016 

       October                          Year to Date 

Starting Operating Cash On Hand $ 20,834.79                         $  35,761.03 

Operating Income Received  $25,706.73                          $240,541.34 

Operating Expenses   $36,730.33                          $266,491.18 

Ending Operating Cash On Hand $  9,811.19                          $    9,811.19 
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United Schwenkfelder Choir 
86th Annual Concert 

Sunday, December 4, 2016 
2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. 

Central Schwenkfelder Church 
Worcester, PA 

 

The United Schwenkfelder Choir will present its 86th annual concert on  
Sunday, December 4, 2016. The 80-voice, non-denominational choir, representing membership in 

30 churches from Montgomery and Bucks Counties, will perform a program of  traditional and 
contemporary Christmas music at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. at the Central Schwenkfelder Church, 
located at 2111 Valley Forge Road (Route 363), Lansdale, just north of  Skippack Pike (Route 73).  

A free will offering will be taken. For additional information, contact choir president  
Dennis Alderfer at 215-393-9974, or www.unitedchoir.org. 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

833 Gravel Pike 

P.O. Box 66 

Palm, PA  18070 

PALM SCHWENKFELDER CHURCH 

Administrator/Office Phone: 215-679-5321 

Fax: 215-679-2650 

E-mail: palmadministrator@comcast.net 

www.palmschwenkfelderchurch.com 

SAVE THE DATE! 

December 4th   — United Schwenkfelder Choir Concert 

December 10th — Ladies’ Aid Fruit & Flower Pick-Up 

December 11th — Confirmands & Mentors Luncheon 

December 11th — Congregational Meeting 

December 18th — Children’s Christmas 

     Program 

December 24th — Christmas Cantata 

Dated  Material 

Please Do Not Delay 

Rev. Nicholas L. Pence, Pastor 
Barbara Master, Youth Director 

Dan Ferry, Church Administrator 
Kevin Master, Sexton 

Ed Bieler, Director of Music 
Peg Jacob, Organist 


